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foreword 

"Old  age  is  practically  held  at  bay  so  long  as 
one  can  keep  the  currents  of  his  life  moving.  The 
vital  currents,  like  mountain  streams,  tend  to  re- 
juvenate themselves  as  they  flow."  This  aphorism 
by  John  Burroughs,  written  in  the  seventy-seventh 
year  of  his  age,  is  illustrated  in  this  sketch  of  The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society.  Organized 
more  than  a  century  ago,  the  vital  currents  of  its 
life  are  still  vigorously  flowing.  Some  features  of 
these  currents  are  here  noted  for  its  friends,  pres- 
ent and  future.  The  sketch  of  such  varied  interests 
operating  over  so  long  a  period  is  necessarily  lack- 
ing in  detail.  Much  interesting  material  is  omitted. 
The  sequence  of  the  chapters  is  determined  by  the 
chronology  of  the  events  they  portray.  From  the 
dim  vista  of  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury emerges  a  Society  with  a  friendly  face  and 
generous  hand  to  help  the  seafarers  of  the  world. 
Down  all  the  years  of  its  life  the  word  FRIEND 
in  its  title  has  been  the  motive  spirit  of  its  work, 
much  of  which  has  been  pioneer  in  character. 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  to 
Dr.  Durkee  for  writing  the  introduction,  to  our 
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Office  Secretary,  Miss  Mary  G.  Jackson,  for  assist- 
ance in  preparing  the  manuscript,  and  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  making  possible  the  publication  of 
this  little  book,  which,  we  trust,  may  stimulate 
friendly  interest  in  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society,  now  past  the  century  mark  in  age  but  with 
a  vigorous  youthful  outlook  for  the  future,  and 
the  motto  "Full  Speed  Ahead."  P   S   W 

New  York, 
September,   1932. 
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Introduction 

Whenever  a  great  and  worthy  work  has  been 
accomplished,  if  one  searches  carefully,  he  will  al- 
ways find  that  great  and  worthy  workers  have  pro- 
duced it.  It  seems  to  be  a  law  of  the  universe.  Out 
of  the  same  fountain  cannot  come  forth  bitter 
waters  and  sweet.  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society,  now  entering  its  one  hundred  and  fifth 
year  of  remarkable  service,  gives  to  the  present 
Secretary,  Dr.  George  Sidney  Webster,  himself 
indeed  a  worthy  apostle  in  the  noble  succession,  an 
opportunity  to  search  the  records  for  the  names 
and  deeds  of  those  who  have  made  this  Society  a 
power  throughout  the  wide,  wide  world.  As  one 
reads  this  interesting  story,  and  the  names  of  those 
who  have  had  part  in  the  development  of  the  So- 
ciety appear  on  the  horizon,  like  islands  at  sea,  one 
realizes  anew  that  the  source  of  every  great  and 
worthy  work  is  in  the  consecrated  lives  of  great 
and  worthy  workers.  Then,  too,  one  soon  discovers 
that  this  particular  work,  as  well  as  all  other  simi- 
lar achievements,  was  born,  has  lived,  has  devel- 
oped and  is  sustained,  by  prayer  and  personal  con- 
tact with  God  Himself.  The  fountain  is  soon  dry, 
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unless  fed  from  a  spring.  I  often  turn  to  those 
great  words  of  Jesus  in  the  4th  chapter  of  John: 
"The  water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall  be  in  him 
a  well  of  water,  springing  up  into  everlasting  life." 
In  the  original  text  the  statement  is  very,  very 
clear  and  charming, — "The  water  that  I  shall  give 
him  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  fed  from  a 
never-drying  spring." 

Such  is  the  source  of  the  supply  of  those  who 
have  made  this  old  and  historic  Society  so  great. 
Such  is  the  source  and  supply  to  those  who  are 
directing  its  affairs  at  this  hour.  I  cannot  refrain 
from  speaking  of  our  present  officers  and  fellow- 
trustees,  each  of  whom  give  without  stint  of  their 
time,  strength  and  money  for  the  ongoing  of  this 
work  so  blest  of  God. 

Seamen  are  a  class  of  men  by  themselves.  As 
the  shepherds  have  a  Psalm  of  their  own,  the  23rd, 
so  have  the  sailors  their  Psalm,  the  107th.  In  how 
many  homes  where  wife  and  children  await  the 
wire  telling  them  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  ship 
in  port,  is  that  sailor  Psalm  repeated:  "They  that 
go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  that  do  business  in 
great  waters  j  these  see  the  works  of  the  Lord  and 
His  wonders  in  the  deep.  For  He  commandeth 
and  raiseth  the  stormy  wind  which  lifteth  up  the 
waves  thereof.  They  mount  up  to  the  heaven,  they 
go  down  again  to  the  depths:  their  soul  is  melted 
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because  of  trouble.  They  reel  to  and  fro,  and  stag- 
ger like  a  drunken  man,  and  are  at  their  wit's  end. 
Then  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and 
He  bringeth  them  out  of  their  distresses.  He  mak- 
eth-the  storm  a  calm,  so  that  the  waves  thereof  are 
still."  How  often  have  I  heard  those  comforting 
words  read,  as  the  day  has  gone  down  into  the  sea 
and  loved  ones  at  home  are  thinking  of  their 
sailors  on  the  vast  deep.  It  is  many  years  ago  now, 
when  a  boy,  I  sat  in  a  sailor's  home  at  the  twilight 
hour,  listening  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  to  the 
sailors'  song:  "Do  they  pray  for  me  at  home?" 
The  sun  had  gone  down,  the  afterglow  was  dying 
out  of  the  west,  the  tide  had  turned  and  the  cool 
sea  breezes  were  coming  up  while  the  night  deep- 
ened. A  sailor's  wife,  playing  on  the  old  cabinet 
organ,  was  singing  softly: 

"Do  they  pray  for  me  at  home? 
Do  they  ever  pray  for  me, 
As  I  ride  the  dark  sea  foam, 
As  I  cross  the  stormy  sea? 
Oh,  oft  in  foreign  lands, 
When  I  see  the  bended  knee, 
Comes  the  thought  at  twilight  hour, 
Do  they  ever  pray  for  me?" 

I  think  it  was  that  hour  that  woke  all  the  latent 
love  of  the  sailor  and  the  sea  that  had  been  lying 
dormant  in  my  breast.  The  salt  sea  runs  in  my  own 
bloodj  I  feel  the  lift  of  the  tide,  the  cry  of  the 
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great  open  spaces  and  "the  moan  of  the  homeless 
sea."  I  know  the  sailor's  language,  I  know  his 
songs  and  chanties,  I  know  his  temptations,  I  know 
his  heart.  Prodigal  he  is  of  his  time,  his  money, 
his  love.  Free  is  he  to  give  and  take.  Ashore,  he 
must  spend  to  overcome  the  effect  of  the  loneli- 
ness at  sea.  He  has  ever  been  a  prey  of  the  human 
sharks  and  octopuses  who  lie  in  wait  about  the  ship 
to  devour  the  unfortunate.  So  in  a  very  peculiar 
sense  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  has 
been  his  home,  his  anchorage,  and  indeed  his 
friend.  In  my  judgment,  no  work  for  any  partic- 
ular class  of  people,  has  been  more  successful  and 
I  would  say,  quite  as  successful  as,  The  American 
Seamen's  Friend  Society  in  dealing  with  and  help- 
ing sailors. 

I  read  over  these  chapters  with  quickening  heart- 
beat. I  find  so  many  things  to  awaken  my  admira- 
tion and  thanksgiving.  I  have  turned  to  Chapter 
III,  finding  that  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Hopper, 
first  gave  to  the  world  his  immortal  poem,  "Jesus, 
Saviour,  Pilot  Me,"  through  The  Sailors'  Maga- 
zine and  Seamen's  Friend ,  April,  1871.  In  that 
chapter,  we  find  the  original  poem  quoted.  If  The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  had  done  noth- 
ing more  than  give  that  one  poem  to  the  world, 
the  world  would  be  forever  its  debtor.  I  turned 
over  to  Chapter  VIII  to  read  the  story  of  a  sailor 
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and  the  old  Liberty  Bell  in  Philadelphia.  This 
book  is  worth  while  for  that  one  story  alone. 
Throughout  the  entire  book  there  are  nuggets  of 
thought,  gems  of  inspiration  and  facts  of  vast  sig- 
nificance. 

Little  book,  already  I  hail  you  as  a  personal 
friend,  and  bid  you  fare  forth  on  the  great  voyage 
of  life,  to  carry  your  message  and  your  friendship 
wherever  seas  roll  and  sailors  sing! 


pwA£&vMt>. 


'Tributaries 

eafaring  folk  have  played  a  great  part  in 
the  world's  history.  The  evolution  of  the 
giant  steamship  of  today  from  the  primi- 
tive log  dug-out  canoe  has  produced  also  a  change 
in  the  type  of  men  who  have  braved  the  trackless 
seas.  A  class  apart  from  the  landsmen  by  virtue  of 
their  calling,  their  peculiar  needs  require  a  unique 
service.  It  is  only  within  the  last  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  years  that  this  service  was  recognized 
as  necessary  not  only  to  the  men  of  the  sea  them- 
selves but  also  to  the  welfare  of  mankind  every- 
where. 

The  motive  that  prompted  this  service  was  al- 
truistic because  it  reached  back  for  its  ideal  to  the 
life  of  the  Son  of  Man  who  chose  a  majority  of 
His  Disciples  from  men  accustomed  to  the  uncer- 
tainties and  hazards  of  wind  and  wave.  One  of 
the  organizations  actuated  by  this  motive  and 
which  has  served  the  seamen  of  the  world  for 
more  than  a  century  is  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society.  It  is  proposed  in  this  brief  sketch 
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to  outline  some  of  the  activities  that  characterize 
this  unique  service. 

In  tracing  the  origin  of  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  it  appears  that  no  one  person  or 
group  of  people  or  significant  event  stands  out  by 
itself  as  the  original  source.  It  seems  rather  that 
the  date  of  its  organization,  May  8,  1828,  marks 
the  coming  together  of  several  tributaries  into  the 
one  full  stream  of  welfare  work  for  seamen. 

Let  us  briefly  sketch  some  of  these  tributaries 
in  their  chronological  order. 

On  Sunday  morning,  May  19,  181 1,  a  crowd 
of  anxious  people  were  watching  a  disastrous  fire 
not  far  from  the  present  City  Hall  in  New  York 
City.  The  wind  carried  a  burning  brand  into  the 
wooden  steeple  of  the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church, 
then  standing  on  Beekman  Street,  near  Broadway. 
The  members  of  that  church,  who  were  watching, 
expected  its  destruction  until  a  sailor  sprang  out 
of  the  crowd  and,  climbing  the  lightning  rod,  put 
out  the  fire  and  saved  the  church.  His  name  was 
Stephen  McCormack,  and  sailor-like  he  never  re- 
turned to  claim  the  one  hundred  dollars  reward 
voted  to  be  given  him  by  the  church.  His  deed, 
however,  was  probably  one  of  the  factors  in  pro- 
moting an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  seamen  on  the 
part  of  the  young  pastor,  Dr.  Gardiner  Spring, 
who  had  come  to  the  church  the  year  before. 
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In  1816  Dr.  Spring  held  neighborhood  prayer 
meetings  in  Water  Street  and  the  sailors  attend- 
ing them  suggested  that  a  religious  service  should 
be  held  especially  for  seamen.  This  is  said  to  have 
been  the  first  of  its  kind  in  America.  Dr.  Spring 
and  several  officers  of  the  Brick  Church  were 
among  the  founders  of  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society. 

In  May,  1812,  there  was  formed  uThe  Boston 
Society  for  the  Religious  and  Moral  Improvement 
of  Seamen."  Its  main  object  was  the  publication 
and  distribution  of  tracts  and  holding  religious 
services  on  board  ships.  Difficulties  with  Great  Brit- 
ain are  said  to  be  the  principal  cause  for  this  work 
being  given  up  after  a  short  trial. 

Bethel  prayer  meetings  for  sailors  in  London, 
England,  are  reported  as  early  as  18 14.  Out  of 
these  meetings  probably  grew  the  formation  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Sailors'  Society  in  181 8. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Rev.  Ward  Stafford, 
"The  Marine  Bible  Society  of  New  York"  was  or- 
ganized March  14,  1817,  to  furnish  sailors  with 
Scriptures.  This  Society  afterwards  was  merged 
with  the  New  York  Bible  Society,  which  is  still 
carrying  on  this  splendid  service  begun  over  a  cen- 
tury ago. 

Rev.  Mr.  Stafford  was  a  missionary  in  down- 
town New  York  and  proposed  the  building  of  a 
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Mariners'  Church.  This  awakened  the  interest  of 
business  men  who  met  on  April  16,  1818,  in  the 
home  of  Jonathan  Little,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose, 
as  reported  in  their  minutes  in  the  quaint  language 
of  the  time,  "to  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency and  importance  of  adopting  measures 
for  erecting  a  building  for  the  gratuitous  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  to  that  long  neglected  portion 
of  our  citizens,  the  seamen."  The  minutes  also 
stated  that  suitable  publicity  should  be  sought  by 
the  preparation  of  short  pieces  in  the  daily  papers 
"stating  the  deplorable  condition  of  our  seamen 
and  the  benefits  which  would  result  from  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  measures  now  proposed." 
This  resulted  in  prompt  action,  for  on  June  5, 
1 81 8,  "The  Society  for  Promoting  the  Gospel 
Among  Seamen  in  the  Port  of  New  York"  was 
organized,  and  in  April,  18 19,  was  incorporated. 

The  first  Mariners'  Church  in  the  world  exclu- 
sively for  seamen,  on  Roosevelt  Street,  near  the 
East  River,  New  York  City,  was  dedicated  June 
4,  1820.  Clergymen  from  the  Reformed  Dutch 
and  from  the  Methodist  and  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Churches  performed  the  dedication  cere- 
monies, thus  placing  the  New  York  Port  Society 
on  an  interdenominational  basis,  which  has  been 
the  policy  and  practice  of  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  all  down  the  century. 
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The  Port  Society  and  its  Mariners'  Church 
was  strictly  local,  confined  to  the  port  of  New 
York.  To  give  expression  to  the  desire  for  sea- 
men's work  with  a  wider  scope,  "The  New  York 
Bethel  Union"  was  formed  June  4,  1821,  with 
Divie  Bethune,  Esq.,  as  President  and  Horace 
Holden  as  Secretary.  On  Friday,  June  22,  1821, 
for  the  first  time  in  America  the  Bethel  flag  was 
flown  from  the  masthead  of  the  ship  Cadmus, 
lying  at  the  foot  of  Pine  Street.  This  flag  had 
been  presented  to  the  Port  Society  by  the  Bethel 
Union  of  London,  England,  where  it  originated. 
It  indicated  that  a  religious  service  was  to  be  held 
on  board.  Those  in  charge  feared  they  would  have 
no  hearers  or  that  the  meeting  would  be  broken 
up  by  the  rabble.  Secretary  Holden  thus  describes 
the  outcome:  "The  Mariners'  (107th)  Psalm  was 
sung  with  great  animation  and  feeling,  and  sea- 
men were  immediately  seen  pressing  in  from  all 
quarters.  After  prayer  from  an  aged  sea-captain 
(Capt.  C.  Prince),  Rev.  Dr.  Spring  addressed  the 
seamen ;  other  exercises  followed.  The  vessel  and 
wharf  were  crowded, — order  and  solemnity  pre- 
vailed throughout, — every  ear  was  open,  every  eye 
was  fixed.  Tracts  were  distributed  among  the  sea- 
men, who  received  them  with  gratitude."  These 
Bethel  meetings  were  held  on  board  ships  for  sev- 
eral years  and  then  given  up  and  merged  into  the 
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Mariners'  Church  of  the  New  York  Port  Society. 

From  January,  1822,  to  April,  1825,  Rev.  John 
Truair  was  pastor  and  preacher  in  the  Mariners' 
Church  and  financial  agent  to  secure  funds  for  the 
Port  Society.  He  was  also  editor  of  The  Mariners* 
Magazine.  In  an  editorial  under  date  of  April  23, 
1825,  he  advocated  the  formation  of  a  national 
Society  similar  to  those  already  found  in  England. 
The  editorial  closes  with  these  words,  "We  can 
see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  have  an  'American 
Seamen's  Friend  Society  and  Bethel  Union.'  " 
This  is  apparently  the  first  suggestion  of  a  name 
which  had  been  used  in  England.  The  Liverpool 
Seamen's  Friend  Society  was  organized  in  1820, 
and  other  Societies  had  found  the  name  appro- 
priate. 

One  other  tributary  we  mention  because  it  came 
from  the  sailors  themselves.  In  September,  1825, 
The  Mariners'  Magazine  published  a  petition  ad- 
dressed to  the  Christian  men  of  New  York  and 
signed  by  one  hundred  and  fourteen  masters  and 
mates  of  vessels  asking  that  a  national  Society  be 
formed. 

The  interest  in  welfare  work  for  seamen  was 
spread  throughout  the  world,  as  reported  in  The 
Mariners'  Magazine  for  1825.  It  says  there  were 
then  in  existence  seventy  Bethel  Unions,  thirty- 
three  Marine  Bible  Societies  and  fifteen  Seamen's 
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Churches  and  Floating  Bethels,  while  the  Bethel 
flag  was  flown  on  ships  all  around  the  world. 

A  blaze  in  a  church  steeple,  meeting  the  re- 
ligious needs  of  sailors  with  Scriptures,  services  on 
board  ships  flying  the  Bethel  flag,  the  erection  of 
the  first  Sailors'  Church  in  the  world,  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  name  that  emphasized  the  word 
FRIEND  and  the  desire  of  sailors  themselves  for 
service  in  their  behalf  in  other  ports  than  New 
York,  were  some  of  the  circumstances  that  con- 
tributed to  the  formation  of  The  American  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society. 

A  common  religious  motive  that  is  evident  in  all 
of  them  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following 
story.  A  couple  of  sailors  seeking  Father  Taylor's 
Bethel  in  Boston  lost  their  way  in  the  winding- 
streets  of  the  Hub.  Finally  they  spied  the  build- 
ing flying  the  Bethel  flag.  One  of  them  spelled 
"B-E-T-H-E-L  — beat  hell,  that's  the  place  we 
want." 
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It  is  not  easy  through  the  mists  of  the  years 
to  see  a  clear  outline  of  the  real  beginnings 
of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society. 
In  the  previous  chapter  some  circumstances  were 
noted  indicating  that  Americans  were  becoming 
more  sea-minded  and  were  taking  a  more  genuine 
interest  in  the  men  and  boys  who  manned  the 
ships.  The  prows  of  vessels  that  reached  across 
South  Street,  threatening  to  poke  holes  in  the  win- 
dows of  the  warehouses  on  the  east  water  front  in 
New  York  City,  provoked  some  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  those  who  trod  the  decks  and  stowed 
the  cargoes. 

Through  the  activity  of  Rev.  John  Truair  and 
the  interest  awakened  by  publishing  a  petition  of 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  masters  and  mates  of 
vessels  asking  for  a  national  Society,  a  public  meet- 
ing was  called  in  New  York  City  on  October  25, 
1825.  From  the  official  record  we  quote:  "At  a 
large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
New  York  City,  held  at  the  City  Hotel  on  Tues- 
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day  evening  the  25th  inst,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  propriety  of  adopting 
measures  preparatory  to  the  formation  of  an 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  pursuant  to 
public  notice,  the  Hon.  Smith  Thompson  was 
called  to  the  chair  and  John  R.  Hurd  appointed 
secretary."  This  meeting  adopted  resolutions  fa- 
voring the  formation  of  a  National  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  and  appointed  a  committee  of 
eighteen  leading  citizens  to  prepare  a  Constitu- 
tion and  effect  an  organization.  This  Constitution 
was  adopted  January  11,  1826,  and  officers  were 
elected  and  Rev.  John  Truair  employed  as  agent. 
Apparently  it  failed  to  command  proper  support 
from  the  public  and  we  find  no  further  record  un- 
til it  was  revived  on  May  5,  1828,  when  The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  was  really  born. 
The  following  officers  were  elected:  Hon.  Smith 
Thompson,  Associate  Justice  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  and  former  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  President ;  Rev.  Charles  P.  MT1- 
vaine,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  Philip  Flagler, 
Recording  Secretary ;  Silas  Holmes,  Treasurer, 
and  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt,  General  Agent. 

The  second  article  of  the  Constitution  indicates 
the  conditions  that  confronted  these  pioneer 
founders:  "The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to 
improve  the  social  and  moral  condition  of  seamen 
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by  uniting  the  efforts  of  the  wise  and  good  in  their 
behalf  j  by  promoting  in  every  port,  boarding 
houses  of  good  character,  Savings  Banks,  Register 
Offices,  Libraries,  Reading  Rooms  and  Schools  j 
and  also  the  ministrations  of  the  Gospel,  and  other 
religious  blessings." 

The  first  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Society  was 
Joshua  Leavitt.  He  is  described  by  one  who  knew 
him  as  "a  sturdy  Puritan  of  New  England."  He 
was  born  September  7,  1794,  the  son  of  a  well- 
to-do  local  magistrate  in  a  little  town  of  western 
Massachusetts.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
clergyman  and  his  maternal  grandfather  was  a 
north  of  Ireland  immigrant  who  was  a  loyal  Amer- 
ican officer  in  the  Revolutionary  Army. 

He  possessed  a  vigorous  body  and  commanding 
presence.  To  this  physical  advantage  was  added  a 
mind  against  whose  background  rose  the  great 
principles  of  morals  and  government  as  weighty, 
massive,  and  distinct  as  the  mountains  which  his 
boyhood  saw  lifted  from  the  horizon  and  from 
which  he  could  infallibly  trace  every  stream  and 
current  that  followed  from  them.  This  gave  him 
rare  confidence  in  his  own  judgment,  which  marks 
the  leader  among  men.  What  he  saw  he  had  the 
courage  to  say,  no  matter  who  opposed  him.  He 
might  have  been  imperious  but  for  that  utter  un- 
selfishness and  humility  which  marked  his  Chris- 
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tian  character.  What  dominated  his  character  was 
an  unwavering  faith  in  God  and  His  Word. 

To  fit  himself  for  this  leadership  he  was  pre- 
pared for  college  by  two  eminent  clergymen  in 
their  homes,  as  was  the  custom  in  that  day,  and 
entered  Yale  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
After  graduation  he  taught  in  an  academy,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  began  the  study  of  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  three  years  later. 

He  married  the  daughter  of  his  pastor,  Rev. 
Solomon  Williams,  in  1820,  practiced  law  from 
1 82 1  to  1823,  and  then  went  to  New  Haven  and 
prepared  for  the  ministry,  being  ordained  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1825.  For  three  years  he  was  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Stratford,  Connecticut. 

Joshua  Leavitt  was  more  than  a  pioneer  in  sea- 
men's work.  He  was  an  originator  and  leader  in 
Sunday-school  work,  the  first  temperance  lecturer 
sent  out  by  the  American  Temperance  Society,  he 
edited  the  first  Hymn  Book  with  tunes  published 
in  the  United  States,  he  fought  hard  and  long  for 
two-cent  letter  postage,  promoted  revivals  when 
the  majority  of  Protestant  Churches  opposed 
them,  he  was  a  leader  in  the  anti-slavery  move- 
ment, the  founder  of  political  religious  newspa- 
pers in  this  country,  and  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Liberty  Party  in  1 840. 

In  1848  Dr.  Leavitt  became  Managing  Editor 
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of  The  Independent  y  then  just  started  in  New 
York,  and  he  remained  on  its  staff  until  his  death 
in  1873.  A  fellow  editor  thus  describes  him:  "He 
was  a  man  of  great  dignity  and  kindness, — a  mag- 
nificent figure  well  built  in  body  and  alert  in 
mind  with  a  deep  voice  and  fatherly  demeanor." 
One  incident  shows  his  strong  personality.  In  the 
days  before  Prof.  Mears  of  Hamilton  College 
had  secured  legislation  that  abolished  the  free- 
love  characteristic  of  the  Oneida  Community,  Mr. 
Noyes,  the  founder  of  the  community,  went  to  the 
office  of  The  Independent  to  secure  favorable  pub- 
licity. He  chanced  to  meet  Dr.  Leavitt,  who  de- 
clined his  proffered  hand,  and  slowly  rising  to  his 
feet,  looked  his  visitor  full  in  the  face  and  said  in 
a  voice  like  thunder,  "Sir,  I  abhor  you."  Mr. 
Noyes  answered  not  a  word  and  paused  not  until 
he  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  door. 

Another  editor  of  The  Independent  who  sur- 
vived Dr.  Leavitt  thus  wrote  of  him:  "The  pub- 
lic knew  him  as  a  grave,  weighty,  and  powerful 
writer  and  thinker.  We  knew  him  as  more  than 
this,  a  cheerful,  witty,  wise  man,  with  a  heart  as 
simple  as  a  child  and  as  unselfish  as  Christian 
grace  can  make  that  man  whose  great  aim  is  to 
glorify  God  and  serve  his  fellow-men." 

Institutions  have  been  described  as  the  length- 
ened   shadow    of    a    man.    Human    personality 
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wrought  into  welfare  service  gives  it  both  per- 
manency and  distinction.  For  this  reason  the  sketch 
of  Joshua  Leavitt,  the  first  Executive  Secretary 
of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  has 
been  given  as  typical  of  the  men  who  were  asso- 
ciated with  him  on  its  first  official  board.  They 
were  the  leading  citizens  of  their  generation,  both 
in  New  York  and  throughout  the  country.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  first  board  of  trustees  came  from 
outside  New  York  City.  The  United  States  Navy, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Boston,  Charleston,  Sa- 
vannah, New  Haven,  Providence,  Norwich,  Nan- 
tucket, Albany,  Utica,  Rochester  and  Buffalo  had 
representatives.  These  trustees  attended  the  meet- 
ings and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  work.  Their 
field  of  endeavor  covered  the  seafarers  of  the 
country,  both  in  the  Navy  and  the  Merchant  Ma- 
rine. It  also  reached  out  beyond  the  home  ports  to 
the  harbors  of  the  Seven  Seas,  wherever  an  Amer- 
ican sailor  was  found.  It  met  a  great  need  in  the 
life  of  mistreated  and  also  misunderstood  men. 

Such  are  some  of  the  beginnings  of  the  unique 
international  religious  society  in  the  United  States 
that  labors  directly  for  the  benefit  of  American 
seamen  away  from  our  shores.  It  was  the  first  so- 
ciety in  America  to  take  a  world  view  of  welfare 
work  for  seamen,  a  distinction  which  all  down  the 
century  has  been  its  main  interest. 
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In  a  very  old  book  widely  read  by  seamen  and 
today  the  world's  best  seller,  we  find  a  word 
picture  of  a  new  Holy  City.  Through  the 
center  of  its  main  street  flowed  a  pure  sparkling 
River  of  Life.  Flanking  this  stream  on  either 
side  were  trees  bearing  twelve  manner  of  fruits 
yielding  its  fruit  every  month.  The  description  of 
the  picture  closes  with  these  words  as  interpreted 
by  a  modern  scholar,  "and  the  leaves  served  to 
heal  the  nations."  (Revelation  22:2,  Moffatt's 
Version.) 

We  may  not  understand  exactly  what  is  meant 
by  the  vision  St.  John  saw,  but  it  suggests  a  very 
modern  application.  The  founders  of  The  Amer- 
ican Seamen's  Friend  Society  sought  the  best  means 
at  their  command  for  keeping  alive  and  growing 
the  new-born  organization.  The  value  of  proper 
publicity  was  recognized  then  as  now.  We  have 
already  noted  the  important  part  played  in  the 
formation  of  the  Society  by  The  Mariner's  Maga- 
ziney  edited  by  Rev.  John  Truair. 
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The  first  recorded  recommendation  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  after  the  organization  of  the 
Society,  May  5,  1828,  was  dated  July  24,  1828. 
It  was  then  proposed  to  establish  a  monthly  maga- 
zine of  thirty-two  pages  similar  in  character  to  The 
English  Sailors'  Magazine,  published  in  London. 
In  seeking  to  make  a  better  world  they  followed 
the  Biblical  suggestion  of  monthly  leaves  with 
messages  of  friendship  and  goodwill  for  the  heal- 
ing of  the  nations. 

The  first  number,  entitled  Sailors'  Magazine 
and  Naval  Journal,  appeared  in  September,  1828. 
This  title  was  carried  until  1837,  when  it  was 
shortened  to  The  Sailors'  Magazine,  a  title  it  bore 
for  the  next  twenty  years.  Since  1858  it  has 
been  called  The  Sailors'  Magazine  and  Seamen's 
Friend. 

For  the  first  half  century  the  cover  design  was 
often  changed,  sometimes  illustrated  with  a  ship, 
a  Bible  scene  which  is  reproduced  on  the  seal  of 
the  Society,  a  Sailors'  Home  or  the  New  York 
Seamen's  Savings  Bank,  where  the  offices  of  the 
Society  were  located.  To  mark  the  end  of  the  first 
half  century  the  present  cover  was  designed  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  numbers  in  19 13,  has 
been  the  well-known  trademark  of  The  Sailors' 
Magazine,  now  in  the  one  hundred  and  fourth 
year  of  continuous  publication. 
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From  the  preface  of  the  first  volume  we  quote 
the  wide  range  of  topics  treated:  "The  whole  con- 
cern of  the  navy,  the  interesting  adventures  of  sea- 
faring men,  the  particular  narratives  of  ship- 
wrecks, the  religious  experience  of  pious  mariners, 
the  subject  of  Sunday  sailing,  the  rise  and  prog- 
ress and  success  of  seamen's  meetings,  churches, 
Sunday  schools  and  worship  at  sea,  the  wrongs  and 
oppressions  of  seamen,  both  from  the  government 
and  from  individuals,  especially  the  crying  griev- 
ances connected  with  the  quarantine  and  navy  hos- 
pital funds,  the  efficient  introduction  of  the  means 
of  grace  on  board  of  our  ships  of  war,  and  into  the 
army j  marine  schools,  and  the  advancement  of 
nautical  science." 

The  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt  was  Editor  from  Sep- 
tember, 1828  to  December,  1832.  During  most 
of  the  succeeding  years  the  General  Secretary  of 
the  Society  has  included  the  editing  of  The  Sail- 
ors' Magazine  among  his  duties.  These  editors  all 
being  clergymen  and  accustomed  to  literary  work 
the  high  standard  of  excellence  set  by  the  first 
editor  has  quite  uniformly  been  maintained. 

For  several  years  naval  activities  were  fully  re- 
ported. "The  Cabin  Boys'  Locker"  gave  special 
attention  to  the  boys  at  sea  during  the  first  half 
century.  The  Life  Boaty  for  distribution  in  Sun- 
day schools,  was  published  from   1858  to   191 4. 
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Since  1 9 14  "The  Children's  Page"  aims  to  inter- 
est younger  readers. 

The  Society  also  published  in  1830  a  small  thick 
book  entitled  Seamen's  Devotional  Assistant  and 
Mariners'  Hymns,  edited  by  Joshua  Leavitt.  It 
contained  the  words  of  over  six  hundred  hymns 
and  also  a  devotional  manual  for  use  at  sea. 

In  1887  the  Society  published  a  Seamen's 
Manual  of  Worship  with  an  order  of  service  and 
prayer  largely  adapted  from  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Book  of  Common  Prayer.  This  contained 
the  words  and  music  of  172  hymns  and  was  in  use 
for  about  twenty  years.  During  the  next  two  dec- 
ades it  was  published  without  the  hymns.  In  1927 
the  Society  published  a  Seamen's  Manual  of 
Worship  with  a  new  order  of  service  for  use  on 
board  ship  and  for  burials  at  sea.  It  also  con- 
tains twenty-six  familiar  hymns  with  their  tunes, 
much  enjoyed  by  the  seamen.  The  Society  has 
published  several  tracts  and  a  large  majority  of 
pamphlets  describing  the  various  departments  of 
its  work. 

The  first  number  of  The  Sailors'  Magazine  was 
illustrated  with  the  wood  cut  which  is  here  repro- 
duced. It  represents  a  religious  service  being  held 
on  the  deck  of  the  Receiving  Ship  Fulton  in  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  and  is  dated  July  18,  1828. 
It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  this  ship  was  destroyed 
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by  an  explosion  June  4,  1829,  when  thirty-three 
men  were  killed  and  twenty-nine  wounded. 

"The  Leaves  of  Healing,"  put  out  by  The  Amer- 
ican Seamen's  Friend  Society,  covered  a  wide 
range  centering  always  about  the  sea  and  maritime 
interests.  The  heavier  articles,  descriptive  of  work 
or  incidents  of  seafaring  life,  have  been  lightened 
by  the  products  of  poetic  genius,  and  an  unusual 
collection  of  fine  sea  poems  is  found  in  the  pages 
of  The  Sailor's  Magazine.  There  is  one  poem, 
however,  that  stands  out  by  itself  because  it  fits 
universal  need  and  has  been  and  is  now  being 
sung  in  its  abbreviated  form  all  over  the  world 
wherever  Christian  hymns  are  used. 

The  author,  a  converted  sea  captain,  Rev.  Dr. 
Edward  Hopper,  was  for  years  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Sea  and  Land  in  New  York  City. 
He  wrote  many  poems  which  were  published  in 
book  form.  The  one  by  which  he  is  best  known, 
"Jesus,  Saviour,  Pilot  Me,"  first  appeared  in  The 
Sailors'  Magazine  and  Seamen's  Friendy  April, 
1 871.  It  is  dated  March  3,  1871.  This  is  the  orig- 
inal poem: 

Jesus,  Saviour,  pilot  me 
Over  life's  tempestuous  sea; 
Unknown  waves  before  me  roll, 
Hiding  rock  and  treacherous  shoal; 
Chart  and  compass  came   from  Thee, 
Jesus,  Saviour,  pilot  me. 
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When  the  Apostles'  fragile  bark 
Struggled  with  the  billows  dark, 
On  the  stormy  Galilee, 
Thou  didst  walk  upon  the  sea; 
And  when  they  beheld  Thy  form, 
Safe  they  glided  through  the  storm. 

Though  the  sea  be  smooth  and  bright, 
Sparkling  with  the  stars  of  night, 
And  my  ship's  path  be  ablaze 
With  the  light  of  halcyon  days, 
Still  I  know  my  need  of  Thee; 
Jesus,  Saviour,  pilot  me. 

When  the  darkling  heavens  frown, 
And  the  wrathful  winds  come  down, 
And  the  fierce  waves,  tossed  on  high, 
Lash  themselves  against  the  sky, 
Jesus,  Saviour,  pilot  me 
Over  life's  tempestuous  sea. 

As  a  mother  stills  her  child 
Thou  canst  hush  the  ocean  wild; 
Boisterous  waves  obey  Thy  will 
When  Thou  sayest  to  them  "Be  still." 
Wondrous  Sovereign  of  the  sea, 
Jesus,  Saviour,  pilot  me. 

When  at  last  I  near  the  shore, 
And  the  fearful  breakers  roar 
'Twixt  me  and  the  peaceful  rest, 
Then,  while  leaning  on  Thy  breast, 
May  I  hear  Thee  say  to  me, 
"Fear  not,  I  will  pilot  thee." 
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Foreign  Qhaplains 

•early  twenty  centuries  ago  a  great  mis- 
sionary had  a  vision  of  a  foreigner  ask- 
ing him  to  cross  the  intervening  sea  and 
help.  Under  the  inspiration  of  a  similar  vision  an- 
other great  missionary,  Rev.  Robert  Morrison, 
wrote  on  November  10,  1827,  a  letter  from  Can- 
ton, China,  which  was  published  in  the  first  num- 
ber of  The  Sailors'  Magazine.  A  portion  of  the 
letter  is  here  quoted: 

"To  the  Committee  of  the  Bethel  Union: 
"Gentlemen, — When  I  left  England  in  May, 
1825,  you  had  the  kindness  to  commit  to  my  care 
a  Bethel  Flag,  to  hoist  on  board  ship  for  Public 
Worship  in  the  River  of  Canton. 

"This  season,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing 
you,  that  the  Bethel  Flag  has  been  hoisted  at 
Wampoa  several  Sundays,  on  board  the  American 
ship,  Liverpool  Packet,  and  a  congregation  of 
forty  persons  and  upwards  collected  from  the 
United  States'  vessels  in  China.  The  Captain  of 
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the  ship,  a  fervent  disciple  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  was 
himself  the  Chaplain. 

"A  preacher  is  wanted  at  Wampoa.  Some  of  the 
Company's  captains  read  prayers  on  board  their 
own  ships  on  Sunday,  and  Captain  Crocker  has 
read  a  sermon  from  Dodridge  under  the  Bethel 
Flag — all  of  which  cheers  our  hearts  in  these 
regions  of  idolatry  and  superstition.  Still,  a  faith- 
ful and  devoted  Minister  for  the  Fleet  is  greatly 
to  be  desired.  The  churches  of  the  United  States 
enjoy  facilities  for  supplying  one;  and  I  have, 
through  a  devoted  Christian  here,  written  to 
America,  to  induce  some  man  mighty  in  the  Scrip- 
tures— full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to 
come  among  us  for  a  season.  Such  at  present  is  the 
condition  of  things,  in  reference  to  sailors  in 
China." 

In  response  to  this  Macedonian  call  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society  in  February,  1829,  adopted  resolutions  as 
follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee the  shortness  of  the  time  that  sailors  re- 
main at  home,  and  their  unrestrained  exposure  to 
temptation  while  in  our  ports,  forbid  the  hope  of 
a  very  general  reformation  among  them  by  means 
of  domestic  operations  alone. 

2.  Resolved y  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Amer- 
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ican  Seamen's  Friend  Society  to  adopt  measures 
for  exciting  and  combining  the  exertions  of  pious 
seafaring  men  of  all  ranks  to  extend  the  influence 
of  Christian  worship  and  instruction  on  board  of 
all  vessels  at  sea. 

3.  Resolved j  That  it  is  the  appropriate  prov- 
ince of  the  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  to 
institute  missions,  and  send  out  sea  missionaries  to 
those  principal  foreign  ports,  frequented  by  Amer- 
ican seamen,  which  are  not  furnished  with  gospel 
institutions  accessible  to  our  seafaring  brethren. 

4.  Resolved,  That  relying  upon  the  blessing  of 
God  and  upon  the  support  of  our  fellow  Chris- 
tians, the  Committee  are  determined  to  institute 
a  sea  mission  among  some  of  the  Spanish-Ameri- 
can ports,  as  soon  as  suitable  persons  can  be  found 
to  occupy  those  stations,  and  the  necessary  funds 
shall  be  provided. 

One  of  the  trustees  of  the  Society,  Mr.  D.  W. 
C.  Olyphant,  was  the  owner  of  clipper  ships  en- 
gaged in  the  China  tea  trade.  He  gave  free  pas- 
sage on  his  ship  Roman  to  the  first  Chaplain  to  sea- 
men sent  from  American  shores.  He  was  the  Rev. 
David  Abeel,*  who  sailed  from  New  York,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1829,  and  arrived  at  Wampoa,  the  port  of 
Canton,  February  16,  1830.  During  the  remain- 
der of  that  year  he  administered  to  the  English- 

*Vide  Frontispiece. 
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speaking  seamen  and  foreign  residents  in  Canton. 
He  was  a  Dutch  Reformed  minister  and  said  to  be 
very  successful  in  securing  the  confidence  of  sea- 
men. According  to  an  agreement  made  before  he 
left  this  country,  after  the  first  year  he  became  a 
regular  missionary  of  the  American  Board  and 
later  a  founder  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Missions 
in  Amoy,  China. 

The  success  of  Mr.  AbeePs  work  among  sailors 
and  calls  for  help  in  other  foreign  ports  gave  di- 
rection and  emphasis  to  the  energies  of  the  So- 
ciety. It  was  felt  by  its  officers  that  the  main  ob- 
ject of  its  existence  was  to  respond  to  these  calls 
for  help  overseas  as  fast  as  men  and  means  could 
be  found. 

The  second  foreign  Chaplain  to  Canton,  China, 
Rev.   Edwin   Stevens,  sailed  in  the  summer  of 

1832.  In  November  of  that  year  Rev.  John  Diell 
was  sent  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  as  Chaplain  to 
American  seamen.  He  reached  Honolulu,  May  1, 

1833,  after  a  tempestuous  voyage  around  the 
Horn.  His  labors  resulted  in  the  Oahu  Bethel 
Church,  organized  in  1836,  and  said  to  be  the 
first  church  organization  especially  for  seamen  in 
a  foreign  port. 

After  Mr.  DielPs  death,  January  18,  1841,  he 
was  succeeded  in  Honolulu  by  Rev.  Samuel  C. 
Damon,  who  sailed  March  8,  1842,  and  reached 
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Honolulu,  October  19,  1842.  Six  years  later  it 
was  reported  of  Mr.  Damon  that  he  had  met  dur- 
ing that  year  not  less  than  10,000  seamen  of  at 
least  ten  nationalities  on  shipboard  and  in  his 
study.  He  edited  and  maintained  The  Friendy  a 
monthly  periodical  with  a  circulation  of  2,000  cop- 
ies. The  Chapel  for  seamen's  work  was  enlarged 
through  his  efforts.  Some  idea  of  his  energy  may 
be  seen  from  the  following  extract  from  a  report 
of  his  work:  "He  must  be  as  busy  as  any  sailor  in 
a  gale  clawing  off  a  lee  shore  or  any  minister  of 
the  Gospel  in  his  parish."  This  most  successful 
and  beloved  sailor-missionary  gave  forty-three 
years  to  the  work,  which  had  a  large  share  in  lay- 
ing Christian  foundations  in  that  important  mid- 
Pacific  port. 

One  of  the  far-flung  stations  was  established  in 
1836  at  Cronstadt,  Russia,  with  the  help  of  the 
British  Sailors'  Society  of  London.  Rev.  J.  C. 
Webster  was  appointed  Chaplain.  Thus  began  the 
friendly  co-operation  of  these  two  international 
and  interdenominational  Societies  who  have  united 
their  efforts  for  nearly  a  century  in  welfare  work 
for  seamen  in  many  important  neutral  ports. 
There  is  an  understanding  that  in  ports  exclusively 
British  or  American  each  Society  will  establish  and 
maintain  its  own  work.  Of  the  present  sixteen  affil- 
iated and  co-operating  stations  of  The  American 
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Seamen's  Friend  Society,  seven  in  foreign  ports 
are  also  partially  maintained  by  the  British  Sail- 
ors' Society. 

In  the  year  1 840  a  Swedish  sailor  who  had  been 
converted  in  New  York  City  was  sent  by  The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  as  sailor-mis- 
sionary to  Gothenberg,  Sweden.  His  name  was 
Rev.  Frederick  O.  Nelson.  His  zeal  was  such  that 
the  Swedish  government  arrested,  imprisoned,  and 
after  trial  banished  him  for  the  sole  crime  of 
preaching  the  Gospel  and  distributing  religious 
books.  On  the  eve  of  his  departure  he  wrote:  "I 
am  happy  that  I  have  been  allowed  to  labor  in  my 
humble  way  in  Sweden  for  more  than  eleven 
years.  Glory  be  to  God!  Souls  have  been  converted 
through  such  an  unpolished  shaft,  and  not  a  few 
of  those  are  already  in  heaven.  I  shall  commence 
at  Copenhagen,  as  soon  as  I  am  driven  from  Swe- 
den. And  it  shall  be  my  greatest  joy  to  serve  a 
Society  so  eminently  Christian  and  above  party 
feeling  as  is  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  So- 
ciety. I  will  with  the  help  of  God  endeavor  to  give 
myself  more  fully  to  the  work  of  Christ  among 
seamen  wherever  I  go."  From  1853  to  i860  Mr. 
Nelson  ministered  to  a  Swedish  colony  he  had 
brought  to  Minnesota.  Upon  his  petition  to  the 
King  of  Sweden  his  edict  of  banishment  was  re- 
voked and  he  returned  to  Sweden  as  Chaplain  to 
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Sailors,  representing  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  until  August,  1869,  when  he  again 
returned  to  Minnesota  as  a  Baptist  preacher  among 
his  own  people  during  the  rest  of  his  life. 

From  the  multitude  of  chaplains  who  repre- 
sented the  Society  in  foreign'  ports  mention  will  be 
made  of  three  who  were  personally  known  to  the 
writer. 

Rev.  Frank  Thompson  was  commissioned  by 
the  Society,  December  8,  1883,  and  arrived  at  Val- 
paraiso, Chile,  January  6,  1884.  Here  he  was  the 
beloved  and  most  successful  sailor-missionary  un- 
til he  retired  from  active  service  March  31,  1906, 
and  was  pensioned  by  the  Society  until  his  death 
in  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  on  September  26,  1922, 
in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

Rev.  W.  T.  Austen  represented  the  Society  as 
Chaplain  to  Seamen  in  the  port  of  Yokohama, 
Japan,  for  over  fifty  years.  He  was  a  Church  of 
England  clergyman  and  Chaplain  of  the  British 
Missions  to  Seamen.  His  home  was  destroyed  by 
the  earthquake  in  1923,  and  he  soon  after  retired 
from  sailor  work,  being  pensioned  by  the  Mis- 
sions to  Seamen  and  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society.  He  became  Rector  of  a  church  in 
Essex,  England,  where  he  died  after  a  long  illness 
on  March  13,  1930. 

In  the  summer  of  1924  a  visit  was  made  by  the 
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writer  to  the  principal  ports  of  Europe.  One  of 
the  delightful  memories  of  that  trip  was  a  visit 
to  Rev.  Edward  W.  Matthews  and  his  wife  on 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  picture  entitled  "Father 
Neptune  and  His  Mermaid"  was  taken  at  Bern- 
bridge,  one  of  the  towns  on  the  coast  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  where  now  dwells  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Matthews.  He  claims  Neptune  as  his  guiding  star 
because  the  planet  was  discovered  in  1846,  the 
year  of  his  birth.  He  went  to  sea  at  the  age  of 
twelve  with  his  father,  who  was  the  captain  of  the 
ship.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  was  con- 
verted in  the  port  of  Alexandria,  Egypt,  on  a 
floating  Bethel  of  the  British  Sailors'  Society. 
Three  years  later  he  gave  up  the  sea  as  a  profes- 
sion to  become  a  worker  for  seamen's  welfare.  In 
1872  he  began  as  Chaplain  of  seamen's  work  in 
Antwerp,  Belgium.  During  his  six  years'  service  in 
that  port  he  was  partly  supported  by  The  Amer- 
ican Seamen's  Friend  Society,  and  secured  funds 
in  England  and  America  for  the  fine  building 
which  now  houses  the  Antwerp  Seamen's  Friend 
Society.  In  1878,  Mr.  Matthews  was  elected  Sec- 
retary of  the  British  Sailors'  Society  and  gave 
thirty-eight  years  of  splendid  service  in  that  re- 
sponsible and  important  post  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, retiring  at  the  age  of  seventy. 
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The  word  "Friend"  in  the  title  of  The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  means 
much  more  than  its  attitude  toward  the 
seamen  it  serves.  Organizations  for  welfare  work 
have  sometimes  started  and  been  maintained  un- 
der the  impulse  of  competition  or  rivalry.  Not  so 
this  Society,  which  from  the  beginning  has  been 
characterized  by  the  spirit  of  friendly  co-opera- 
tion. 

We  must  recall  that  it  was  organized  as  a  na- 
tional Society  and  as  such  had  a  responsibility  and 
duty  to  the  local  societies  working  in  the  same 
field.  The  idea  of  the  founders  can  best  be  given 
in  the  words  of  the  editorial  which  appeared  in  the 
first  number  of  The  Sailors'  Magaziney  Septem- 
ber, 1828:  "The  Executive  Committee  of  The 
American  Society  would  say  expressly,  that  they 
wish  it  to  be  considered  as  the  appropriate  prov- 
ince of  local  associations,  to  establish,  support,  and 
conduct  all  the  institutions,  which  have  been  spec- 
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ified,  or  which  may  be  found  necessary  to  the  wel- 
fare of  seamen  within  their  respective  spheres.  In 
this  way  they  wish  local  knowledge,  local  interest, 
and  the  natural  desire  of  doing  as  well  as  our 
neighbours,  to  exert  their  full  influence.  The  Na- 
tional Society  is  not  to  supersede  local  ones,  nor  to 
interfere  with  their  operations,  but  to  co-operate 
with  them — to  assist  them — and  to  serve  as  a  con- 
necting chain  to  bind  them  all  together  in  the 
bonds  of  active  and  affectionate  brotherhood,  in 
which  there  must  be  no  collision,  and  no  rival- 
ship  except  the  desire  in  each  to  be  most  deserv- 
ing by  discharging  best  the  duties  of  its  own  sphere, 
and  thus  rendering  most  service  to  the  whole  fra- 
ternity." 

In  the  Constitution  adopted  May  5,  1828,  we 
find  Article  VI  as  follows :  "Any  Society  whose  ob- 
ject  is  the  welfare  of  Seamen,  may  become  aux- 
iliary to  this  Institution  by  expressing  its  desire, 
forwarding  its  Constitution,  list  of  Officers,  and 
Annual  Reports ;  and  such  surplus  funds  as  may 
not  be  needed  for  its  local  use.  Each  Auxiliary 
shall  be  entitled  to  send  one  delegate  to  all  the 
meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers." 

As  we  have  already  seen,  local  work  for  seamen 
had  been  started  before  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  was  born.  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
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claims  to  be  the  first  in  the  United  States,  with 
work  beginning  1812}  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Philadelphia  in  18195  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia, 1 82 1  y  Portland,  Maine,  and  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  1 823 j  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts, 
18255  Baltimore,  Maryland,  1826.  By  1834  for- 
ty-two auxiliary  Societies  had  work  organized, 
most  of  which  made  annual  remittances  to  the 
funds  of  the  national  Society. 

In  the  earlier  years  chaplains  and  missionaries 
of  the  auxiliary  Societies  were  selected  by  the  na- 
tional Society,  just  as  it  had  selected  and  sent  out 
chaplains  to  foreign  ports.  Gradually  this  gave  way 
to  complete  autonomy  of  the  auxiliary  Society  and 
the  use  of  its  funds  for  its  own  support.  Some  of 
the  auxiliaries  also  became  self-supporting,  re- 
taining the  friendly  link  of  reports  of  its  work  to 
the  national  Society  and  recognition  in  its  litera- 
ture. 

The  influence  of  the  national  Society  was  en- 
larged until  it  embraced  practically  all  undenomi- 
national work  for  seamen  in  ports  of  the  United 
States  and  many  inland  cities  where  Bethel  or  Sea- 
men's Friend  Societies  were  organized  for  pro- 
moting interest  in  and  support  of  the  work. 

In  June,  1867,  the  Society  appointed  Rev.  A. 
McGlashan  its  missionary  to  the  boatmen  on  the 
Welland  Canal.  His  death  shortly  after  resulted  in 
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the  Upper  Canada  Tract  Society  of  Toronto  taking 
over  the  work  and  appointing  Rev.  Thomas  Bone, 
who  labored  most  successfully  for  thirty-eight 
years  on  the  Welland  Canal.  The  affiliation  of  the 
Upper  Canada  Tract  Society  with  The  American 
Seamen's  Friend  Society  began  in  1868  and  con- 
tinues to  the  present,  under  the  efficient  leadership 
of  George  M.  Speedie.  It  is  the  only  affiliated 
work  on  British  territory.  One  reason  is  that  it  has 
taken  over  the  work  on  the  Great  Lakes,  formerly 
conducted  by  the  Western  Seamen's  Friend  So- 
ciety, which  was  an  auxiliary  of  The  American  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society  for  several  years. 

Of  the  many  Chaplains  who  have  served  in 
affiliated  stations  in  this  country  with  wonderful 
fidelity  and  success  we  select  two  as  typical  of  the 
rest.  Rev.  Robert  Sherwood  Stubbs,  who  died  at 
Tacoma,  Washington,  March  19,  1925,  at  the  age 
of  one  hundred  and  one  years  and  nine  months. 
He  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  received 
training  in  the  British  Navy.  He  came  to  America 
while  a  young  man  and  entered  the  merchant  serv- 
ice on  a  coast-line  ship.  During  a  terrific  storm  at 
sea  he  was  converted  and  determined  to  become  a 
minister.  He  served  as  Methodist  minister  for 
thirteen  years  in  several  New  England  parishes. 
Chaplain  Stubbs,  as  a  Congregational  minister,  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Society  in  1877.  His  very 
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successful  career  was  recognized  by  a  Resolution 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  their  meet- 
ing held  March  25,  1925,  as  follows:  "He  was 
appointed  Chaplain  by  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  in  1877  and  served  thirty  years  in 
that  capacity  with  singular  devotion  and  success. 
He  organized  the  Portland,  Oregon,  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  and  raised  funds  for  a  fine  brick 
building  which  was  dedicated  June  16,  1879.  In 
1886  he  removed  to  Tacoma,  Washington,  where 
he  did  a  wonderful  work  until  1907,  when  he  was 
retired.  Chaplain  Stubbs  was  loyally  supported  in 
his  work  for  seamen  by  his  wife,  widely  known 
among  sailors  as  'Mother  Stubbs,'  and  who  died 
April  16,  1 91 5,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two." 

Chaplain  John  Golden  was  born  in  Ireland  Au- 
gust 10,  1865,  and  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man  and  became  a  pioneer  citizen  of  New- 
port News,  Virginia.  He  began  as  a  worker  in  the 
shipyards  and  soon  after  was  converted.  He  took 
charge  of  a  small  mission  which  grew  into  the 
Sailors'  Rest  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  that 
port.  He  was  the  Superintendent  of  the  Seamen's 
Rest  in  the  affiliated  station  of  the  Virginia  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society  for  fifteen  years  until  his 
death,  September  22,  1920.  He  was  also  Super- 
intendent of  the  Associated  Charities  of  Newport 
News  and  developed  a  practical  method  of  charita- 
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ble  activity  that  received  the  support  of  all  the 
churches.  His  sterling  character  and  practical 
common  sense  and  his  loyal  devotion  to  the  high- 
est interests  of  welfare  work  made  him  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  city.  A  Newport  News  daily 
paper  said  of  him  in  an  editorial  that  "he  was  a 
man  of  sound  intellect,  but  he  was  mostly  heart. 
He  had  the  love  of  God  and  the  love  of  humanity 
in  his  heart  and  he  consecrated  his  time  and  energy 
to  humane  work  in  his  community." 

The  work  which  Chaplain  Golden  carried  on  so 
faithfully  is  at  present  ably  superintended  by  Mr. 
William  Falconer,*  for  many  years  Secretary  of 
the  Virginia  Seamen's  Friend  Society. 

In  December,  1891,  a  charter  was  granted  to 
the  Gloucester  Fishermen's  Institute  at  Glouces- 
ter, Massachusetts.  This  charter  states  that  four- 
teen persons  who  are  named  "have  associated 
themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming  a  cor- 
poration under  the  name  of  the  Gloucester  Fish- 
ermen's Institute,  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
the  condition  of  seamen  in  the  port  of  Gloucester 
and  its  vicinity  and  establishing  and  maintaining  a 
place  for  reading  rooms,  libraries,  social,  educa- 
tional and  religious  meetings." 

This  purpose  was  carried  out  by  the  erection  of 
a  fine  building,  which  is  now  ably  superintended 

*  Deceased  August  16,   1932. 
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by  Rev.  George  E.  Russell.  The  Gloucester  Fish- 
ermen's Institute  has  been  affiliated  with  The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  since  1896. 

The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  began 
work  for  seamen  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  as  early  as  1829  and  continued  it  ex- 
cept for  a  break  during  the  Civil  War  until  the 
present  time.  A  splendid  work  is  being  carried  on 
by  the  Mississippi  Valley  Seamen's  Friend  Society 
under  the  devoted  leadership  of  Capt.  William 
Lamb. 

The  present  Adoue  Seamen's  Bethel  building 
at  Galveston,  Texas,  was  erected  in  191 2  through 
the  generous  provision  of  the  Adoue  family.  Its 
work  also  is  partially  supported  by  an  endowment 
from  the  same  source.  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  has  been  interested  in  seamen's 
work  in  Galveston  since  i860,  but  direct  affilia- 
tion began  in  April,  1899,  and  continues  to  the 
present  time.  This  Bethel  has  the  unique  distinc- 
tion of  the  leadership  of  one  Superintendent,  Rev. 
J.  F.  Sarner,  who  has  faithfully  and  successfully 
conducted  the  work  since  1899. 

We  cannot  here  name  all  the  ports  where  the 
Society  has  helped  to  provide  a  friendly  welcome 
for  seamen  of  all  nations.  It  has  shared  in  such 
work  at  twenty-eight  ports  in  North  America,  nine 
in  Central  and  South  America,  twenty-five  in  Eu- 
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rope,  nine  in  Asia  and  nine  on  the  islands  of  the 
seven  seas. 

The  list  of  affiliated  and  co-operating  Societies, 
at  present  auxiliary  to  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society,  may  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
American  or  British  seamen,  who  find  themselves 
in  foreign  ports  where  these  Societies  are  located, 
may  be  always  sure  of  a  friendly  and  home-like 
welcome.  The  Superintendents  or  Chaplains  all 
speak  the  English  language  and  also  that  language 
of  the  heart  which  indicates  they  have  caught  the 
spirit  of  Christian  friendliness  which  the  Society 
they  represent  has  maintained  as  its  ideal  all  down 
the  century  and  more  of  its  existence. 
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u//niMHE  men  of  the  sea  are  homeless  men. 
Many  of  them  are  men  without  a  country. 
The  small  minority  who  have  a  fireside 
which  they  may  call  their  own  are  for  the  greater 
portion  of  their  lives  separated  from  it  by  wide 
reaches  of  watery  waste.  They  are  deprived  of  all 
those  supports  to  virtuous  living  which  are  of- 
fered by  Christian  society  to  every  man  who  has 
a  home  in  a  Christian  land.  My  dear  friends,  none 
of  us  know  precisely  to  what  extent  our  decent 
living  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  power  of  virtuous 
resolve  within  our  own  souls,  and  to  what  extent 
it  is  due  to  those  external  props  which  reinforce 
our  virtuous  resolves.  The  mariner  has  none  of 
them.  He  has  no  support  from  public  opinion, 
even,  except  the  public  opinion  of  the  rough  men 
like  himself  who  have  that  tendency  to  lapse  into 
barbarism  which  men  manifest  everywhere  when 
herded  together  and  apart  from  the  influence  of 
women  and  children,  unless  they  are  sustained  by 
some  high  and  inspiring  motive." 

Thus  spoke  one  of  the  best  friends  of  The 
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American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  in  his  sermon 
at  the  Sixtieth  Anniversary,  May  6,  1888.  Those 
words  came  from  the  heart  and  brain  of  one  of 
New  York's  greatest  ministers,  Dr.  George  Alex- 
ander, who  served  in  prominent  New  York  Pres- 
byterian Churches  for  nearly  fifty  years  until  his 
death  December  12,  1930. 

The  second  article  of  the  Constitution  begins, 
"The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  improve  the 
social  and  moral  condition  of  seamen  by  uniting 
the  efforts  of  the  wise  and  good  in  their  behalf." 
In  defining  these  efforts  it  puts  in  the  place  of 
emphasis  at  the  head  of  the  list  "by  promoting  in 
every  port  boarding  houses  of  good  character." 

This  seemed  almost  a  herculean  task,  for  the 
houses  where  sailors  were  welcomed  a  century  ago 
were  of  the  worst  possible  type.  Every  sailor  who 
frequented  them  must  have  known  that  he  would 
be  robbed  of  his  money  and  his  character,  if  he  had 
any,  when  he  entered  those  dens  called  sailors' 
boarding  houses. 

Early  in  its  history  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  set  out  resolutely  to  the  task  of 
providing  decent,  safe  places  for  seamen  to  stay 
while  ashore.  In  1830  plans  were  made  for  erect- 
ing a  Sailors'  Home  in  New  York.  The  pressure 
of  other  work  and  the  lack  of  funds  delayed  car- 
rying out  this  plan.  On  October  10,  1837,  a  sail- 
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ors'  boarding  house  was  opened  in  a  leased  build- 
ing at  140  Cherry  Street.  By  1840  the  Society  was 
operating  three  sailors'  boarding  houses,  one  of 
them  exclusively  for  negroes. 

On  October  14,  1841,  the  corner-stone  was  laid 
for  the  first  Sailors'  Home  in  the  United  States  to 
be  erected  and  maintained  by  a  welfare  society. 
The  President  of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society,  Hon.  Ogden  Hoffman,  closes  his  address 
on  that  occasion  with  these  words:  "The  gift  you 
lay  on  the  altar  of  charity,  is  also  a  tribute  to  pa- 
triotism. In  making  the  sailor  a  better  man — in 
teaching  him  that  he  has  an  immortal  soul — in 
elevating  his  character — you  make  him  a  better 
seaman.  You  exalt  the  character  and  the  power  of 
your  country  by  making  her  sailors  more  worthy 
her  love  and  her  pride.  God  grant  you  in  this  no- 
ble work  success !  and  may  the  Sailors'  Home  be  so 
conducted,  that  all  will  acknowledge  that  they  who 
endowed  and  reared  it  were  indeed  the  'Seaman's 
Friends!'  " 

This  Sailors'  Home,  costing  $40,000,  was  lo- 
cated at  190  Cherry  Street,  New  York  City,  and 
opened  in  May,  1842.  It  had  a  frontage  of  fifty 
feet  and  was  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  deep. 
There  were  six  stories  containing  ample  reading, 
recreation  and  dining  rooms,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  sleeping  rooms  for  three  hundred  seamen. 
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In  the  Annual  Report  for  1842  the  purpose  of 
the  Home  is  stated  as  follows:  "Here  the  sailor 
finds  what  he  so  much  needs,  a  harbour  safe  from 
the  rapacity  of  the  destroyer.  Here  he  is  advised 
to  deposit  in  the  Savings  Bank  all  the  surplus  of 
his  hard  earnings.  Here  he  associates  with  some  of 
the  best  men  of  his  own  class.  Here  he  has  free 
access  to  a  good  library,  and  the  means  of  improv- 
ing his  mind.  Here,  morning  and  evening,  if  he 
chooses,  he  may  join  the  family  in  prayer  and 
praise  to  God.  Here  he  is  prompted,  by  example 
and  precept,  to  hallow  the  Christian  Sabbath;  to 
hear  the  gospel  preached  in  some  church  of  his 
own  choice,  and  to  rise  not  only  to  the  honour  of 
a  good  sailor,  but  to  the  dignity  of  a  good  man." 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Society  for  the  year 
ending  March  31,  1848,  stated  that  Capt.  Ed- 
ward Richardson  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sail- 
ors' Home.  The  same  report  adds,  "Mr.  Anson  G. 
Phelps,  President  of  the  Society,  exerted  a  leading 
agency  in  the  establishment  of  the  Home  and  great 
good  was  accomplished  by  it.  Many  a  homeless 
and  friendless  seaman  found  here  a  Home  and  a 
Friend  and,  what  was  more,  was  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  'Better  Friend5  above." 

For  the  first  twenty-five  years  nearly  3>ooo  sea- 
men each  year  were  registered  at  the  Sailors' 
Home. 
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It  was  closed  June  I,  1903,  when  the  city  took 
over  the  property  for  an  anchorage  to  the  Man- 
hattan Bridge. 

Among  the  many  devoted,  faithful  and  Chris- 
tian men  who  served  the  Society  at  the  Sailors' 
Home  was  Capt.  Christian  A.  Borella,  who  was 
converted  under  the  great  Boston  sailor-preacher, 
Rev.  Father  Taylor.  From  a  history  of  the  Church 
of  the  Sea  and  Land  by  Frederick  Bruckbauer 
we  quote:  "In  Dr.  Hopper's  time  the  work  of 
the  church  for  seamen  reached  its  highest  devel- 
opment, and  that  was  due  to  Christian  A.  Borella. 
He  was  a  missionary  of  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  for  twenty-one  years,  stationed  at 
the  Sailors'  Home  in  Cherry  Street,  and  surely  a 
man  of  God.  Borella  never  came  to  church  or 
prayer-meeting  alone ;  he  always  had  men  in  tow. 
There  was  an  upper  room  at  the  Sailors'  Home 
that  meant  much  to  many  men,  and  there  Borella 
did  a  work  that  resulted  in  great  acquisitions  to 
the  church." 

"Borella  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  William  Dol- 
lar, a  dear  old  saint,  who  was  stationed  at  the  Sail- 
ors' Home  for  twelve  years." 

Rev.  H.  G.  Fithian  was  sailor-missionary  for 
the  Society  in  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  and  also 
at  the  Sailors'  Home  in  the  latter  years  of  its 
work.  A  single  letter  to  Mr.  Fithian  from  the  hun- 
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dreds  he  received  attests  his  good  work:  "How 
strange,  after  knocking  around  the  world  for 
years,  first  in  the  merchant  service,  then  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  visiting  almost  every  important  port 
of  the  world,  that  on  the  last  day  of  my  enlist- 
ment I  should  come  into  your  meeting,  see  my- 
self as  God  saw  me  and  as  I  really  was!  Thank 
God  I  did  and  saw  Jesus  Christ,  my  Saviour  from 
sin!  Work  on,  Mr.  Fithian,  there  are  others  no 
doubt  whom  you  will  never  hear  from,  but  they 
too  have  been  touched ;  be  true  to  God — you  are 
doing  more  good  than  you  know;  but  for  that 
service,  your  talk,  your  experience,  that  night,  I 
might  still  be  in  the  broad  way  that  leads  to  de- 
struction instead  of  in  the  straight  and  narrow  way 
that  leads  to  life." 

A  sea  captain  rescued  after  being  shipwrecked  in 
the  year  1880  was  converted  one  evening  in  the 
Sailors'  Home  in  Cherry  Street,  New  York  City. 
When  asked  the  next  morning  if  he  should  not 
write  his  wife  he  replied,  "Write  to  her!  Why 
bless  you!  No!  A  letter  would  be  far  too  slow 
for  me, — I  have  cabled  her  already, — 'SAVED 
BODY  AND  SOUL.5 " 
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A  sea  captain,  putting  aboard  his  ship's 
stores  for  the  voyage,  wanted  to  be  sure 
^  that  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  provi- 
sions they  had  plenty  of  afood  for  the  mind." 

This  need  of  the  sailor  was  recognized  very 
early  in  the  history  of  welfare  work  for  seamen. 
In  the  Constitution  of  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  the  providing  of  libraries  is  placed 
alongside  boarding  houses,  savings  banks  and  reg- 
ister offices  as  the  paramount  objects  of  the  So- 
ciety. To  provide  food  for  the  mind  was  consid- 
ered as  important  as  suitable  homes  or  the  encour- 
agement of  thrift.  Libraries  are  put  upon  the  same 
level  as  boarding  houses  and  savings  banks. 

Already  this  type  of  service  had  been  rendered 
in  England.  The  first  number  of  The  Sailors' 
Magazine  contains  a  report  of  loan  libraries  sent 
to  sea  on  British  ships  by  the  Port  of  London  and 
Bethel  Union  Society.  This  work  has  been  contin- 
ued to  the  present  time  by  its  successor,  the  British 
Sailors'  Society. 

In   October,    1828,   it   was   reported   that   the 
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friends  of  seamen  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
"have  recently  resolved  to  furnish  every  vessel 
that  sails  out  of  that  port  with  a  suitable  library." 

In  March,  1829,  it  was  announced  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  would  be  happy  to  furnish  a  small 
select  library  in  foreign  ports  frequented  by  Amer- 
ican seamen.  As  early  as  1837  loan  libraries  were 
placed  by  the  Society  on  American  vessels  sailing 
from  New  York. 

The  appearance  in  1840  of  Richard  Henry 
Dana's  "Two  Years  Before  the  Mast"  created  a 
new  interest  in  providing  reading  for  seamen.  His 
was  the  first  voice  from  the  forecastle  to  plead  the 
cause  of  the  common  sailor.  His  picture  of  the  men 
in  their  watch  below  lacking  the  means  of  anything 
that  made  for  enjoyment  or  improvement ;  also 
his  description  of  the  dreary  monotony  of  a  long 
sea  voyage  and  the  drudgery  of  the  daily  routine 
of  life  on  board  ship,  was  so  vivid  and  appealing 
that  the  public  became  interested.  Their  sympa- 
thies were  awakened  in  the  common  sailor,  which 
resulted  in  the  placing  of  libraries  on  board  vessels 
sailing  from  the  ports  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  New  Orleans,  Louis- 
iana, and  New  York  City. 

After  much  correspondence  with  merchants,  sea 
captains  and  missionaries,  the  Society  began  in  a 
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systematic  way  in  March,  1 859,  to  place  loan  libra- 
ries on  board  American  vessels  sailing  from  Bos- 
ton and  New  York. 

From  that  date  a  record  has  been  kept  of  all  the 
loan  libraries  sent  out  by  the  Society.  The  first 
loan  library  on  the  registered  list  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Charles  Jessup,  of  Westfield,  Massachusetts. 
Libraries  Numbers  2  and  3  were  given  by  the  Sun- 
day School  of  Olivet  Congregational  Church, 
Springfield,  Massachusetts.  These  were  sent  out  by 
the  Boston  Seamen's  Friend  Society.  Loan  Library 
Number  300,  given  by  the  Sunday  School  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Norfolk,  Con- 
necticut, in  December,  i860,  was  the  first  regis- 
tered as  sent  from  New  York. 

All  the  work  of  the  Society  is  distinctly  re- 
ligious, consequently  the  loan  libraries  were  at 
first  filled  with  religious  books.  For  several  years 
these  libraries  were  called  "Sea  Missions." 

In  1859  the  United  States  Hartfordy  flagship 
of  the  China  squadron  of  the  Navy,  sailed  from 
Boston  with  two  Sea  Missions  on  board.  The  in- 
fluence of  these  libraries  is  attested  by  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  one  of  the  crew,  sent  from  Singa- 
pore, dated  October,  1859:  "After  leaving  Boston 
there  was  some  falling  away  of  our  number,  until 
our  carpenter,  who  is  a  very  active  Christian,  took 
the  lead  of  the  meetings,  when  the  Spirit  came 
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down  and  restored  some  that  had  halted  by  the 
way,  shipmates  flocked  to  our  place  of  prayer  until 
the  place  was  too  straight  for  us;  and  the  result 
has  been  that  twenty-one  have  been  added  to  the 
number,  making  in  all  thirty-eight  active  Chris- 
tian men,  among  which  is  the  Commodore,  First 
Lieutenant,  Purser,  the  Surgeon,  Ship's  Doctor, 
one  Midshipman,  one  Warrant  officer,  three  first- 
class  petty  officers,  and  twenty-five  Blue  Jackets, 
and  the  whole  ship's  company,  fore  and  aft,  are 
ready  and  willing  to  help  and  encourage  all  that 
are  desirous  of  becoming  Christians.  When  the 
Sabbath  comes,  the  Bethel  flag  waves  at  the  main, 
and  the  day  is  spent  in  Christian  worship.  We  can- 
not but  feel  confident  that  our  two  Sea  Missions 
on  board  the  Hartford  have  greatly  helped  for- 
ward the  good  work." 

Of  Library  Number  296  the  captain  of  the  ship 
took  from  the  library,  James's  "Anxious  Inquirer" 
and  said:  aThat  book  was  printed  on  purpose  for 
me,  for  it  was  the  means  the  Lord  used  in  saving 
my  soul." 

In  the  year  1 870  it  was  reported  that  during  the 
previous  ten  years  600  conversions  of  seamen 
could  be  traced  directly  to  the  reading  of  these  Sea 
Missions  Libraries. 

The  cost  to  the  donors  of  the  Loan  Libraries  at 
first  was  $10.00  each.  Many  of  them  were  pro- 
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vided  by  Sunday-school  children.  After  a  few 
years  the  cost  was  raised  to  $20.00  and  since  the 
World  War  it  has  been  $25.00  each.  The  forty- 
three  volumes  of  new  books  in  a  neat  wooden  case 
cost  very  close  to  the  amount  given  by  the  donors. 
The  administration  of  the  work  and  the  placing 
them  on  board  the  vessels  is  financed  by  the  So- 
ciety. 

The  picture  entitled  "Loan  Library  Number 
13,000"  depicts  the  placing  on  board  ship  of  a  li- 
brary contributed  by  the  FlatbuSh  Congregational 
Church  School,  Brooklyn,  New  York  City,  by 
representatives  of  the  School.  The  libraries  are 
usually  placed  on  board  by  the  Ship  Visitor  who 
is  always  a  friendly  representative  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  William  Elling,  who  has  given  nearly  forty 
years'  splendid  service  as  Loan  Librarian,  reports 
for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1932: 

"During  the  year  ending  March  31,  1932,  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  libraries  were  placed  on  as 
many  vessels,  of  which  thirty-nine  made  voyages 
Around-the- World,  seventy-five  went  through 
the  Panama  Canal,  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and 
to  ports  on  the  West  Coast  of  North  and  South 
America,  and  others  were  bound  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  Northern  and  Southern  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa,  Philippine  Islands,  Australia,  New  Zea- 
land, Central  America,  West  Indies  and  the  East 
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Coast  of  North  and  South  America  and  nine  ves- 
sels of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard,  patrolling  the  At- 
lantic Coast.  These  libraries  contained  14,200  vol- 
umes j  49,871  seamen  on  board  these  vessels  had 
free  access  to  the  books  during  their  spare  time  be- 
tween watches  at  sea  and  in  foreign  ports.  The 
whole  number  of  new  libraries  sent  to  sea  since 
March,  1859,  *s  J3>543  and  the  reshipment  of  the 
same  17,187,  making  in  the  aggregate  30,730.  The 
number  of  volumes  in  these  libraries,  727,575,  has 
been  accessible  by  first  shipment  and  reshipment  to 
699,973  seamen." 

Thousands  of  letters  of  appreciation  have  been 
received  from  the  seamen.  These  are  typical. 

The  chief  radio  operator  of  the  S.  S.  Tivives 
writes  of  Number  13,490:  "It  affords  me  the  great- 
est pleasure  to  be  able  to  thank  you  for  the  loan 
libraries  which  we  receive  periodically  in  a  very 
neat  handsome  box.  I  also  wish  to  extend  thanks 
to  you  and  the  donors  of  these  splendid  books,  of 
every  officer  and  member  of  the  crew  of  the 
steamship  Tivives  y  as  these  books  are  read  and  en- 
joyed by  all. 

"Societies  like  yours  are  certainly  a  boon  for 
the  men  who  go  down  to  sea  in  ships,  for  words 
cannot  adequately  describe  the  great  comfort, 
spiritual  blessings  and  enlightenment  derived 
from  these  excellent  books. 
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"As  custodian  of  these  libraries,  I  am  in  a  po- 
sition to  say  that  these  books  are  read  by  nearly  all 
members  of  the  ship's  company,  and  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  them  j  for  life  at  sea,  without  good  lit- 
erature, becomes  deadly  monotonous,  and  these 
good  books  enable  men  to  keep  their  minds  health- 
ily occupied  during  the  watches  below. 

"As  a  result  of  reading  these  splendid  books,  the 
standard  and  character  of  our  seamen  is  improving 
daily,  and  the  morality  and  general  knowledge  of 
our  seamen  today  is  of  a  very  high  standard,  which 
to  a  great  extent  is  due  to  their  absorption  of  good 
literature,  as  furnished  by  the  loan  libraries." 

The  radio  operator  of  the  steamship  Algonquin 
writes  of  Number  13,260: 

"As  librarian  to  the  crew  I  wish  to  thank  you 
for  the  library  placed  on  board  this  vessel  last 
year.  At  sea  a  seaman's  pleasures  are  very  limited 
and  the  library  is  always  well  patronized  j  the  men 
aboard  this  vessel  are  no  exception  and  they  derive, 
have  derived  and,  I  hope,  will  derive  much  plea- 
sure and  information  from  the  books  in  the  libra- 
ries placed  on  board  by  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society.  It  has  been  with  great  interest  that 
I  have  watched  the  liking  for  books  of  various  per- 
sons. Some,  and  to  be  exact,  most  all  start  reading 
detective  stories  and  other  light  reading  but  grad- 
ually acquire  a  taste  for  the  better  class  of  litera- 
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ture.  The  selection  in  your  library  covers  all  re- 
quirements and  to  read  through  one  of  your  libra- 
ries is  to  read  selections  from  almost  all  subjects. 
I  express  the  hope  of  everyone  aboard  that  you 
will  continue  to  be  the  Seamen's  Friend  for  many, 
many  years  to  come." 
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The  founders  of  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  included  all  classes  of  sea- 
men as  objects  of  friendly  interest  and 
help.  The  men  of  the  Navy  were  put  on  the  same 
level  of  privilege  as  sailors  of  the  Merchant  Ma- 
rine. The  first  President  of  the  Society,  Hon. 
Smith  Thompson,  had  been  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  Navy.  We  have  seen  that  in  the 
early  years  of  The  Sailors'  Magazine  its  title  in- 
cluded Naval  Journal.  The  latter  half  of  its  life 
the  Society  has  confined  its  work  to  the  seamen  of 
the  Merchant  Marine,  except  for  one  official  touch 
with  the  Navy.  This  is  the  annual  presentation  of 
good  books  or  Scriptures  to  the  midshipmen  grad- 
uating at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  An- 
napolis, Maryland. 

This  service  goes  back  for  its  inception  to  an 
Army  officer  whose  name  was  given  to  Camp  Up- 
ton, established  on  Long  Island  during  the  World 
War.  Gen.  Emory  Upton  was  born  in  New  York 
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State  in  the  year  1840;  he  was  a  graduate  of  West 
Point  Military  Academy,  receiving  his  appoint- 
ment as  Cadet,  July  1,  1856.  He  had  a  very  bril- 
liant military  career,  entering  the  Northern  Army 
of  the  Civil  War  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  4th 
Artillery  in  1861.  He  rapidly  advanced,  becoming 
Colonel  of  the  121st  New  York  Volunteers  in 
1862.  His  "gallant  and  meritorious  service"  in  the 
Battles  of  Rappahannock  Station,  Spottsylvania, 
Old  Wilderness,  Winchester,  Virginia,  and  Selma, 
Alabama,  won  for  him  the  rank  of  Major-General. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  volunteer  service  April 
30,  1866.  He  continued  in  the  Army  and  spent 
several  years  as  the  Commandant  of  the  West 
Point  Academy,  and  afterwards  was  transferred  to 
duty  at  the  Artillery  School  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Gen.  Upton  wrote  several  standard  books, 
among  them  "Upton's  Revised  Tactics,"  which  was 
adopted  as  a  standard  in  the  regular  militia  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States.  In  the  year  1878  he  pub- 
lished "The  Armies  of  Asia  and  Europe,"  the  data 
of  which  were  collected  by  a  tour  of  the  world. 
The  photograph  which  accompanies  this  sketch  was 
taken  in  1876  in  Constantinople  while  upon  that 
journey.  Gtn.  Upton  died  in  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, in  the  year  1 8  8 1 . 

While  he  was  Commandant  at  West  Point,  in 
the  year  1872,  there  was  founded  by  his  wife's  fam- 
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ily  a  Memorial  Fund  for  the  presentation  of  Bibles 
and  other  good  books  to  the  cadets  at  West  Point. 
This  fund  was  started  through  the  efforts  of  Mrs. 
Cornelia  Martin,  mother  of  Mrs.  Emily  Martin 
Upton,  who  had  died  after  two  years  of  married 
life.  Mrs.  Martin  and  a  society  of  ladies  at  Albany, 
raised  the  funds  for  the  purchase  of  these  books, 
and  while  Gen.  Upton  was  at  West  Point  as  Com- 
mandant, he  personally  presented  the  volumes  to 
the  cadets.  In  the  year  1874,  the  midshipmen  of 
the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis 
were  included  as  recipients  of  the  benefit  of  this 
Memorial  Fund. 

For  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  founders  of 
this  fund,  let  me  quote  from  a  report,  dated  1874, 
and  signed  by  Gen.  Upton  and  others:  "In  the 
year  1870,  the  death  of  a  (J^ar  friend  intimately 
associated  with  the  members  of  this  Society,  awak- 
ened a  desire  to  perpetuate  the  work  of  distribut- 
ing Christian  books  among  the  young  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  which  she  had  commenced 
and  in  which  her  heart  was  deeply  interested.  It 
was  proposed  to  raise  a  permanent  fund,  the  in- 
terest of  which  should  be  appropriated  annually  to 
the  purchase  of  books  for  presentation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  graduating  classes  of  the  Naval  and 
Military  Academies,  in  the  hope  that  this  expres- 
sion of  Christian  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 


102 


co 


<!  on 

U  - 

<  co 

,  CO 


£3 

co 

H 
< 

CO 


MIDSHIPMEN    AND    CADETS 

young  officers,  might  prove  to  them  a  'help  heav- 
enward.5 " 

At  that  time  the  Bible  presentation  at  West 
Point  was  transferred  to  the  American  Tract  So- 
ciety. The  presentation  to  the  Annapolis  midship- 
men was  given  to  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society.  The  fund  has  been  quite  inadequate  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  large  classes  in  recent  years. 
It  is  a  thrilling  experience  to  face  a  thousand  or 
more  midshipmen  in  historic  Bancroft  Hall,  where 
the  presentation  takes  place  each  year  in  the  month 
of  May.  The  service  is  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Naval  Academy  Christian  Association,  with  a 
midshipman  presiding.  The  Superintendent,  Com- 
mandant, Chaplain  and  other  officers  are  present. 
The  appreciation  of  the  future  officers  of  our 
American  Navy  is  manifested  as  each  one  receives 
from  the  hand  of  the  Secretary  a  handsomely 
bound  copy  of  the  Scriptures  inscribed  with  his 
name  on  a  book  plate  that  indicates  also  the  inter- 
est of  the  donors  in  their  spiritual  welfare. 

That  this  service  is  appreciated  is  attested  by 
many  naval  officers  who  have  told  the  writer  of 
their  friendly  interest  in  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  because  of  this  ministry.  From 
many  letters  received  is  selected  the  following  as 
typical:  "I  was  much  pleased  and  honored  to  re- 
ceive my  Bible  today.  And  particularly  so  after 
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having  heard  you  tell  us  the  true  origin  and  sig- 
nificance of  the  gift.  I  write  to  you  to  say  my 
thanks,  rather  than  to  the  Society  which  you  rep- 
resent, because  it  is  you  who  have  given  the  per- 
sonal touch,  so  necessary  with  any  gift.  Since  you 
spoke  to  us  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  meeting  I  shall 
know  that  some  one  who  cares  has  built  an  ideal  of 
service  that  is  a  man's  job  to  strive  toward.  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  be  called  a  backslider  from  it 
either.  Thank  you  sincerely,  sir,  for  your  talk  and 
for  the  Bible." 

The  classes  from  1 9 1 6  to  the  present  have  given 
to  the  Society  a  copy  of  their  "Lucky  Bag,"  a 
handsome  and  valuable  volume  published  by  the 
class  at  its  graduation. 

Beginning  October  16,  1924,  the  Society  has 
also  presented  Scriptures  to  each  cadet  graduating 
from  the  New  York  State  Nautical  School,  now 
called  the  New  York  State  Merchant  Marine 
Academy,  so  that  the  future  officers  of  our  Amer- 
ican Merchant  Marine  may  be  reminded  that  the 
Society  is  always  ready  to  give  them  friendly 
service. 

The  following  incident  illustrates  the  spirit  of 
many  seamen,  both  merchant  and  naval.  "When 
the  first  Liberty  Loan  campaign  was  launched  in 
Philadelphia,"  narrates  Mr.  Cattell,  "the  church 
bells  rang  to  call  the  people  to  the  services  held 
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all  over  the  city.  I  went  down  to  see  if  the  bell 
on  Independence  Hall  was  ringing  with  the  rest. 
I  heard  it  and  as  I  was  about  to  go  away  saw  a 
policeman  and  a  Blue  Jacket  in  uniform  having 
an  altercation.  I  stepped  up  and  asked  what  was 
the  matter.  The  policeman  said  this  boy  wants  to 
get  into  Independence  Hall  and  it  is  locked  up  for 
the  night  and  he  won't  take  no  for  an  answer.  I 
turned  to  the  boy  and  asked  why  he  was  so  anx- 
ious to  get  into  the  Hall.  He  said,  'My  mother 
was  born  and  brought  up  here  in  Philadelphia.  She 
married  and  went  to  the  Middle  West  to  live.  I 
was  their  first  and  only  child.  My  father  died 
when  I  was  a  baby.  My  mother  brought  me  up 
on  the  Bible  and  the  old  Liberty  Bell.  She  wanted 
me  to  be  a  good  Christian  and  a  good  American. 
She  and  I  were  great  pals  and  she  made  me  prom- 
ise that  if  ever  I  came  to  Philadelphia  I  would 
surely  visit  Independence  Hall  to  see  the  Liberty 
Bell.  About  a  year  ago  my  mother  died  and  I  was 
all  alone  in  the  world.  I  did  what  I  thought  she 
would  like  me  to  do.  I  enlisted  in  the  Navy  and 
have  been  in  training  at  the  Great  Lakes  Station. 
Our  unit  has  been  ordered  overseas  and  I  came 
here  as  soon  as  I  could  get  liberty,  hoping  the  Hall 
would  be  open  in  the  evening.  We  sail  at  day- 
break tomorrow  and  I  may  never  come  back' — 
here  his  voice  broke — cand  I  would  so  much  like 
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to  see  that  Bell.'  'Come  with  me,  my  lad/  I  said. 
We  went  to  the  side  entrance  of  the  Hall.  When 
I  heard  the  watchman's  step  inside  I  rapped  on  the 
door.  He  unlocked  it  and  when  he  saw  me  I  said, 
'You  know  me,  don't  you?'  'Oh,  yes,  you  are  Mr. 
Cattell.  What  do  you  want?'  'Just  let  us  in  for 
a  few  moments.  You  need  not  light  up.'  We  went 
into  the  room  where  the  old  Liberty  Bell  was  and 
I  went  to  a  window  to  raise  the  shade  that  the 
light  from  the  street  would  shine  in  better.  When 
I  returned  the  sailor  lad  was  on  his  knees  under 
the  Bell  kissing  its  edge  and  I  heard  him  say, 
'God  help  me  to  make  good.'  I  was  sure  he  would 
make  good  under  the  inspiration  of  his  sainted 
mother  and  his  God." 
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•sihe  year  1908  marked  another  pioneer  de- 
velopment of  the  work  of  The  American 
Seamen's  Friend  Society.  It  was  the  open- 
ing of  the  Sailors'  Home  and  Institute  in  New 
York  City  on  the  North  River  waterfront,  oppo- 
site Pier  51.  To  the  title  Sailors'  Home,  which  the 
work  in  Cherry  Street  bore  for  sixty-one  years, 
was  added  the  word  "Institute"  to  indicate  the  new 
departure  in  welfare  work  for  seamen. 

Churches  were  seeking  to  interest  and  help  peo- 
ple to  better  living  by  providing  institutional  fea- 
tures to  meet  the  need  of  wholesome  recreation. 
Why  not  give  seamen  the  same  facilities,  was  asked 
by  their  friends,  and  it  was  to  continue  the  em- 
phasis on  the  word  "Friend"  in  its  title  that  the 
Society  erected  its  Sailors'  Home  and  Institute, — 
the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States. 

Five  years  had  elapsed  since  the  Sailors'  Home 
in  Cherry  Street  was  given  up.  The  Society  took 
time  to  formulate  and  perfect  its  plans.  The  amount 
received  for  the  Cherry  Street  property  was  not 
sufficient  to  rebuild  and  there  was  some  question 
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among  the  Trustees  regarding  the  wisdom  of  going 
in*  debt  for  so  great  an  enterprise. 

The  shifting  of  the  docks  for  Atlantic  and  Coast- 
wise steamers  from  the  East  to  the  West  side  of 
the  city  determined  the  location  near  the  new  Cu- 
nard  piers. 

The  lot  at  the  northeast  corner  of  West  and 
Jane  Streets  was  purchased  in  1905  at  a  cost  of 
$70,000.  The  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Rev.  George 
McPherson  Hunter,  visited  London  in  1906  and 
inspected  the  new  Jack's  Palace  which  had  been 
erected  by  the  British  Sailors'  Society  in  1903. 

The  President  of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society,  Charles  A.  Stoddard,  D.D.,  was  related 
to  Mrs.  Russell  Sage  and  had  told  her  informally 
of  the  hopes  and  plans  of  the  Society.  The  idea  of 
a  new  up-to-date  home  with  special  institutional 
features  caught  the  imagination  of  that  noble  wo- 
man and  on  April  1,  1907,  she  wrote  Dr.  Stoddard 
as  follows: 

"Enclosed  please  find  the  check  for  One  Hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($150,000), 
which  I  promised  to  send  you  for  the  Sea- 
men's Home.  May  it  be  a  refuge  to  the  sailor 
on  land,  and  lead  to  the  refuge  beyond  land 

and  sea.       A/T     .    .  1 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

M.  Olivia  Sage." 
•114- 
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This  was  said  to  be  the  largest  single  gift  for 
seamen's  work  up  to  that  time.  It  made  possible 
the  erection  of  the  largest  and  finest  building  for 
seamen  on  the  western  Continent.  The  building 
of  brick  occupied  the  whole  plot,  135  by  66  feet. 
The  architects  were  Boring  and  Tilton  and  the 
builders  Richard  Deeves  and  Son.  The  total  cost, 
including  lot  and  furnishings,  was  $300,000.  The 
building  was  six  stories  in  height,  contained  one 
hundred  and  seventy  single  rooms  for  seamen, 
thirty-two  officers'  rooms  and  a  dormitory  for 
twenty-four  beds.  It  was  semi-fireproof  and  built 
in  the  most  substantial  manner. 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  by  President  Stod- 
dard November  26,  1907.  At  the  dedication  of 
the  building,  October  7,  1908,  Theodore  L.  Cuy- 
ler,  D.D.,  then  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his 
age,  made  the  principal  address. 

Its  social  and  recreational  facilities  met  the  needs 
of  the  different  classes  of  seamen  with  three  game 
rooms,  one  each  for  officers  and  engineers,  cooks 
and  stewards  and  sailors  and  firemen.  The  sepa- 
rate quarters  for  officers  and  engineers  was  an  in- 
novation much  appreciated  by  the  men.  There  was 
a  baggage  room,  restaurant,  swimming  pool,  con- 
cert hall  and  Chapel, — later  called  the  Church  of 
the  Sea.  The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  of  the  State  of  New  York  gave  a  beautiful 
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Italian  marble  drinking  fountain.  Bronze  tablets 
in  various  rooms  attested  the  generosity  of  friends 
in  memory  of  their  dear  ones.  Sunday  Schools  and 
Churches  also  provided  funds  for  the  furnishings. 
Most  appropriately  the  Chapel  was  furnished  by 
his  daughter  as  a  memorial  to  Samuel  H.  Hall, 
D.D.,  Secretary  of  the  Society  from  1865  to  1888. 

The  week  the  building  was  dedicated  began  Sun- 
day morning,  October  4,  1908,  with  the  Eightieth 
Anniversary  Sermon  in  the  Brick  Presbyterian 
Church  by  its  Pastor,  William  R.  Richards,  D.D. 
That  week  was  memorable  also  for  holding  in  the 
new  building  the  first  International  Conference  for 
Welfare  Workers  for  Seamen.  Chaplains  and  Mis- 
sionaries were  present  from  Great  Britain,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Belgium,  Germany,  Italy,  Argentine 
Republic,  Uruguay,  Brazil,  Chili  and  the  principal 
seaports  of  the  United  States. 

With  such  an  auspicious  beginning  the  Sailors' 
Home  and  Institute  soon  became  the  most  popu- 
lar resort  for  seamen  in  the  port.  It  was  also  a 
model  largely  patterned  after  by  other  organiza- 
tions who  were  building  homes  for  seamen. 

With  all  its  institutional  features  the  distinctive 
atmosphere  of  a  friendly  Christian  home  was  al- 
ways preserved.  The  staff  who  administered  the 
Home  under  the  leadership  of  the  Chaplain  and 
Lady  Missionary  were  the  real  friends  of  their 
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guests  from  the  Seven  Seas.  The  religious  work 
was  carried  on  by  such  Chaplains  as  Edward  M. 
Deems,  D.D.,  from  1909  to  191 3,  when  he  be- 
came Chaplain  of  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  and 
by  Rev.  James  C.  Healey,  M.A.,  who  was  Chap- 
lain from  1 9 1 5  to  the  close  of  the  building  No- 
vember 2,  1 93 1. 

The  present  Secretary  of  the  Society,  who  be- 
gan October  1,  1914,  was  also  appointed  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sailors'  Home  and  Institute.  For 
the  first  year  he  had  his  office  in  the  building. 

In  the  autumn  of  19 14  a  group  of  young  deck 
boys  from  the  S.  S.  Transylvania  at  the  Cunard 
docks  nearby  called  for  a  visit.  They  were  shown 
through  the  building  and  while  on  the  roof  a  group 
picture  was  taken.  They  were  told  that  when  they 
returned  on  the  next  voyage  if  they  would  come 
to  the  Institute  they  would  each  receive  a  copy. 
The  pictures  were  ready  for  them  but  when  the 
Transylvania  returned  they  did  not  appear.  The 
Secretary  went  aboard  the  ship  to  find  out  the 
reason.  He  was  told  by  the  first  officer  that  they 
were  boys  from  an  orphanage  near  Liverpool,  and 
said  he,  "they  were  the  nicest  deck  boys  we  ever 
had,  polite  and  courteous,  we  were  sorry  to  lose 
them  but  they  were  offered  better  wages  by  an- 
other company  and  left  us  after  the  one  voyage." 
As  the  Secretary  was  passing  through  the  dining 
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saloon  on  his  way  out  of  the  ship  he  met  a  table 
steward  and  mentioned  the  errand  that  brought 
him  aboard  and  asked  if  the  steward  remembered 
those  deck  boys.  "Indeed  I  do,"  he  said,  "the 
worst  little  imps,  the  most  mischievous  little  ras- 
cals that  ever  trod  the  deck." 

In  August,  1 9 1 8,  the  Secretary  noted  in  the  read- 
ing room  a  pale-faced  young  English  sailor  writ- 
ing a  letter.  He  was  using  the  free  stationery  which 
was  headed  with  the  words,  "As  cold  waters  to 
a  thirsty  soul  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 
This  motto  had  been  taken  from  the  dome  of  the 
post-office  in  Hong  Kong,  China,  which  the  Sec- 
retary visited  in  191 2.  He  asked  the  sailor  lad  if 
he  was  writing  to  his  mother.  When  he  replied, 
"Yes,"  he  asked  where  was  his  home  and  was  told 
that  it  was  in  a  small  town  near  Liverpool.  Then 
the  sailor  was  asked  what  ship  he  came  over  on 
and  he  was  told  it  was  the  Montanan.  The  name 
interested  the  Secretary  because  in  191 5  he  had 
passed  partly  through  the  Panama  Canal  on  this 
same  ship.  The  lad  was  asked  if  he  was  going  to 
return  on  her  and  he  said  that  the  ship  had  sailed 
three  days  before,  he  was  sick  in  the  hospital  and 
had  just  come  out  and  while  waiting  for  another 
ship  was  writing  to  his  mother  so  she  would  not 
be  worried  when  his  ship  returned  and  he  was  not 
there.  When  asked  if  he  had  a  good  mother  he 
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replied  with  sparkling  eyes,  "The  best  in  the 
world."  That  evening  the  papers  announced  that 
the  Montanan  had  been  torpedoed  in  mid-ocean 
and  five  sailors'  lives  lost. 

That  mother's  anxiety  is  but  the  sample  of  thou- 
sands all  over  the  world  whose  sons  brave  the 
perils  of  the  sea  and  the  greater  dangers  of  the 
strange  cities  they  visit.  That  is  another  reason 
why  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  em- 
phasized anew  the  word  "Friend"  in  its  title  by 
erecting  and  maintaining  the  Sailors'  Home  and 
Institute  for  twenty-three  years. 

At  the  Centennial  celebration  held  October  31, 
1928,  Mr.  Fritz  v.  Briesen,  the  only  trustee  of 
the  Society  who  was  present  and  took  part  at  the 
opening  of  the  building  in  1908,  closed  his  ad- 
dress with  these  words:  "The  most  important  re- 
sult of  our  work  is  due  only  indirectly  to  the  fact 
that  we  give  shelter  to  so  many  men  a  day,  that 
we  hold  religious  meetings  for  them  and  that  we 
afford  opportunity  for  their  entertainment  in  the 
evening.  All  these  facilities  are  only  the  means  to 
a  greater  end,  namely  that  of  enabling  us  to  show 
the  men  that  there  are  greater  values,  and  espe- 
cially spiritual  values,  in  life  and  that  real  satis- 
faction is  not  gained  by  regarding  work  at  sea  as 
drudgery  for  which  the  only  proper  recompense 
is  riotous  living  on  land.  Some  of  the  men  catch 
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a  glimpse  of  the  broader  vision  and  then,  quite 
unknowingly,  become  our  real  missionaries  because 
they  can  reach  by  force  of  example  and  sometimes 
by  precept  very  many  whom  we  cannot  reach.  The 
real  value  of  the  work  of  institutions  such  as  ours 
in  raising  the  sailor's  respect  for  his  occupation 
and  for  himself  can  never  be  measured  by  sta- 
tistics, but  those  of  us  who  have  been  associated 
with  the  work  for  many  years  know  that  it  has 
borne  great  fruit,  the  direct  benefit  of  which  will 
be  more  apparent  with  each  succeeding  genera- 
tion." 
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Seamen  s  House 

Another  evidence  of  the  pioneer  spirit  of 
The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society 
,  was  the  opening  of  the  Seamen's  House 
at  the  corner  of  Eleventh  Avenue  and  Twentieth 
Street,  New  York  City,  November  2,  1931. 

Some  three  years  before  that  date  the  idea  of 
co-operation  rather  than  competition  seized  the 
imagination  of  prominent  business  men  interested 
in  work  for  seamen.  Within  a  few  blocks  of  each 
other  three  organizations  were  doing  welfare 
work  for  the  seafarers  who  flocked  to  the  west 
waterfront  of  the  city.  It  seemed  foolish  to  appeal 
to  the  public  for  support  of  each  when  possibly  a 
larger  and  better  work  at  less  cost  could  be  done 
through  co-operative  effort.  After  repeated  con- 
ferences, on  October  24,  1928,  The  American  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society  and  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  New  York  City  entered  into  an 
agreement  that  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society  would  dispose  of  its  Sailors'  Home  and 
Institute  at  507  West  Street  and  turn  over  the  net 
proceeds  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
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tion,  who  would  erect  and  maintain  a  new  Sea- 
men's House.  A  similar  agreement  was  entered 
into  between  the  Seamen's  Christian  Association 
and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

New  building  laws  and  other  circumstances  de- 
layed the  erection  of  the  building  until  1931. 

At  the  dedication  services,  November  4,  1931, 
representatives  of  the  three  organizations  took 
part  and  a  most  eloquent  address  was  made  by 
Rev.  S.  Parkes  Cadman,  D.D.  The  following 
facts  about  the  building  were  furnished  by  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association :  The  property 
was  purchased  June  10,  1929,  having  a  frontage 
of  92  feet  on  Eleventh  Avenue  and  139  feet  on 
West  20th  Street.  The  floor  plans  of  the  building 
were  prepared  by  the  Architectural  Bureau  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  Shreve, 
Lamb  and  Harmon  were  the  general  architects, 
and  John  Lawry,  Inc.,  were  the  builders.  Excava- 
tions were  begun  in  October,  1930,  and  the  build- 
ing was  turned  over  for  occupancy  October  15, 
1 93 1.  The  building  has  eight  floors  and  pent 
house,  its  principal  features  being  reception  and 
social  rooms,  including  separate  club  rooms  for 
boys,  officers  and  stewardesses  5  chapel,  game 
room,  gymnasium,  locker  rooms,  baths,  swimming 
pool,  225  sleeping  rooms  and  an  open  dormitory 
providing  a  total  of  252  beds 5  cafeteria  and  lunch 
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counter,  barber  shop,  tailor  shop,  check  room,  and 
administrative  offices ;  the  cubic  content  of  the 
building  being  808,000  cubic  feet.  The  cost  of  the 
building  is  $1,000,000.  Of  this  amount,  the  land 
cost  $225,000 j  furnishings,  $45,0003  and  the 
building,  including  architects'  fees,  $730,000. 

The  distinctive  features  of  the  welfare  work  for 
seamen  which  each  of  the  three  organizations  had 
carried  on  are  being  maintained  in  the  Seamen's 
House.  Workers  from  each  of  the  co-operating  or- 
ganizations are  serving  in  harmony  on  the  official 
staff.  Bronze  tablets  in  the  main  lobby  indicate  to 
the  guests  something  of  the  history  and  unique- 
ness of  this  enterprise.  The  two  tablets  furnished 
by  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  are  re- 
produced herewith. 

In  all  its  appointments  and  furnishings  the 
building  is  thoroughly  modern.  It  aims  to  provide 
for  the  comfort  and  moral  and  spiritual  welfare 
of  its  guests.  An  innovation  in  seamen's  work  is  its 
provision  for  the  stewardesses  and  deck  boys,  each 
having  its  own  department. 

The  religious  atmosphere  which  characterized 
the  old  Sailors'  Home  in  Cherry  Street  and  the 
Sailors'  Home  and  Institute  in  West  Street  is 
maintained  by  Chaplain  James  C.  Healey  and  his 
consecrated  Y.  M.  C.  A.  helpers. 

Guests  are  constantly  testifying  to  the  friendly 
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homelike  atmosphere  of  the  place.  This  Seamen's 
House,  at  present  the  finest  building  of  its  kind  in 
the  world,  heads  the  list  of  sixteen  affiliated  and 
co-operating  societies  in  which  The  American  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society  has  a  vital  interest.  Five 
trustees  of  the  Society  on  the  Board  of  Manage- 
ment make  a  close  personal  bond  in  this  co-opera- 
tive service. 

A  survey  of  the  principal  seaports  of  Europe 
and  the  United  States  reveals  the  fact  that  work 
for  seamen  usually  is  carried  on  by  each  organiza- 
tion in  a  spirit  of  isolation  without  any  reference 
or  regard  to  other  work  for  seamen  in  the  same 
port. 

This  was  true  in  the  port  of  New  York  until  the 
organization  of  a  Joint  Conference  of  seventeen 
seamen's  societies  was  effected  November  18, 
1 91 5.  This  organization  continued  until  May  20, 
1 93 1.  During  the  fifteen  years  many  problems  of 
mutual  interest  were  discussed.  Fourteen  Annual 
Sailors'  Day  Services  were  held  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Joint  Conference  in  prominent 
churches  in  Manhattan  and  Brooklyn.  The  last 
meeting  of  this  organization  was  held  in  the  office 
of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  at  72 
Wall  Street,  New  York  City.  The  Seamen's  Sec- 
tion of  the  Welfare  Council  in  New  York  City  is 
now  expressing  this  co-operative  spirit. 
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A  similar  attempt  is  being  made  in  the  port  of 
London  under  the  inspiration  of  H.  R.  H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  who  thus  spoke  at  the  annual  din- 
ner of  the  British  Sailors'  Society,  held  in  Guild- 
hall, London,  December  I,  1931:  "When  I  made 
a  suggestion  last  year  that  the  Societies  working 
for  seafarers  should  co-operate  to  avoid  unneces- 
sary expense  and  overlapping  of  effort,  the  Brit- 
ish Sailors'  Society  readily  supported  the  sugges- 
tion and  I  am  glad  to  know  that  a  Council  has  been 
formed  and  that  the  Society  is  actively  represented 
both  on  the  Council  and  the  Executive.  Experi- 
ence indicates  that  a  movement  of  this  kind  can 
only  proceed  slowly,  but  as  time  goes  on  I  hope  it 
will  more  and  more  draw  the  Societies  mainly  con- 
cerned closer  together." 
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The  real  spirit  of  any  organization  is  re- 
flected by  the  personnel  of  its  official 
board.  From  the  beginning  and  all  through 
the  more  than  a  century  of  its  work  The  American 
Seamen's  Friend  Society  has  been  administered  by 
Christian  gentlemen  who  were  and  are  prominent 
in  the  philanthropic  and  business  world. 

In  this  brief  sketch  it  is  impossible  to  name  them 
all.  A  few  are  selected  as  typical. 

Among  its  long  list  of  Honorary.  Vice-Presi- 
dents were  the  names  of  Presidents  Theodore 
Roosevelt  and  William  Howard  Taft. 

All  have  been  Americans  except  Capt.  Sir  Ar- 
thur H.  Rostron,  who  was  elected  Honorary  Vice- 
President,  May,  1912,  because  of  his  fame  as  the 
rescuer  of  the  survivors  of  the  Titanic  disaster. 
Many  of  the  crew  of  the  Titanic  were  cared  for 
in  our  Sailors'  Home  and  Institute,  New  York 
City.  Captain  Rostron  has  always  shown  the  most 
friendly  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Society  and 
says  he  is  proud  to  be  its  British  representative. 
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After  forty-six  years'  sea  service,  mostly  in  the 
Cunard  Line,  of  which  he  became  Commodore, 
he  is  now  retired  on  account  of  age.  Sir  Arthur, 
from  his  home  in  England,  is  promoting  friend- 
ship and  goodwill  between  his  native  land  and  the 
United  States  he  knows  so  well  through  his 
friendly  acquaintance  with  many  prominent  Amer- 
icans he  has  carried  safely  across  the  Atlantic. 
From  one  of  his  letters  a  sentence  is  given  as  fol- 
lows: "I  do  wish  you  and  our  Society  every  suc- 
cess and  a  sincere  hope  that  all  your  work  will  be 
a  stimulus  and  example  for  others  to  make  the 
world  a  fit  place  to  live." 

Capt.  George  Fried  was  elected  Honorary  Vice- 
President,  May  io,  1926.  He  had  acquired  world- 
wide fame  by  the  rescue  of  the  officers  and  en- 
tire crew  of  the  S.  S.  Antinoe  on  January  28, 
1926.  He  was  commanding  the  S.  S.  President 
Roosevelt.  Two  of  its  crew  were  lost  in  their  su- 
perhuman efforts  at  rescue.  Captain  Fried  was  hon- 
ored for  his  herosim  both  in  the  United  States 
and  England.  The  representative  of  the  British 
Government  in  his  presentation  address  said:  "On 
behalf  of  his  Majesty's  Government  I  have  to  ask 
you,  whom  duty  kept  on  the  bridge,  to  accept  a 
•special  token  of  their  recognition  of  the  fine  sea- 
manship, humanity  and  courageous  sea  service 
which  throughout  those  nights  characterized  your 
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every  action.  The  service  which  you  and  your  crew 
rendered  has  done  more  than  we  realize  to  cement 
the  long  friendship  and  lasting  peace  between  our 
two  countries." 

John  Betts  Calvert,  D.D.,  was  elected  a  Trus- 
tee of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society, 
May,  1 90 1,  and  succeeded  Charles  A.  Stoddard, 
D.D.,  as  President  ten  years  later.  He  held  this 
office  until  his  death,  January  12,  1928.  He  trav- 
eled extensively  and  personally  inspected  work 
for  seamen  in  many  foreign  ports.  He  conducted 
Board  Meetings  and  public  functions  with  dignity 
and  gracious  courtesy.  His  counsels,  always  given 
in  a  tolerant  and  kindly  spirit,  carried  the  weight 
of  firm  conviction  based  on  careful  consideration 
and  under  his  leadership  the  work  of  the  Society 
prospered.  He  last  met  with  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees when  he  presided  at  a  luncheon  given  to  Hon- 
orary Vice-Presidents  Captains  Rostron  and  Fried 
in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  November  1,  1926. 

President  Winchester  Noyes  is  the  third  gen- 
eration in  the  shipping  business  in  New  York  City. 
His  grandfather's  office  was  located  at  52  South 
Street  and  he  often  spent  his  boyhood  holidays 
climbing  around  the  ships  docked  nearby.  He  en- 
tered Yale  College,  graduating  in  the  Class  of 
1899,  and  has  spent  the  intervening  years  in  the 
shipping  business  in  New  York  except   for  two 
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years  during  the  World  War,  when  he  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  United  States  Navy.  He  is  President  of 
J.  H.  Winchester  &  Co.,  Inc.,  and  through  its  va- 
rious activities  in  both  domestic  and  foreign  ship- 
ping is  in  close  contact  with  the  men  of  the  sea. 
He  represents  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
State  of  New  York  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Pilot  Commissioners  of  the  Port.  For  many  years 
he  was  on  the  Boards  of  the  New  York  Produce 
Exchange,  the  New  York  Maritime  Association 
and  the  United  States  Shipping  Operators  Asso- 
ciation. His  intimate  knowledge  of  maritime  con- 
ditions and  his  friendly  interest  in  seamen  give  him 
exceptional  fitness  as  the  executive  head  of  The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society. 

William  Morgan  Kingsley,  Vice-President  and 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  holds  many 
important  positions  in  the  financial  and  philan- 
thropic life  of  New  York.  He  is  President  of  the 
United  States  Trust  Company,  Treasurer  of  New 
York  University,  President  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  President 
and  Treasurer  of  Syrian  Protestant  College  in  Bei- 
rut, Chairman  New  York  State  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  Director  of  the  Seamen's 
Bank  for  Savings,  and  since  191 7  a  Trustee  of 
The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society. 

The  writer  of  this  sketch  came  to  The  American 
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Seamen's  Friend  Society  as  Secretary,  October  I, 
1 9 14.  For  nearly  twenty-five  years  prior  to  that 
date  he  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
the  Covenant,  New  York  City.  During  this  pas- 
torate he  visited  in  1901  Egypt  and  Palestine  with 
the  Auburn  Seminary  party.  With  his  family  he 
spent  two  months  in  Europe  in  1909.  In  191 2  he 
and  his  family  made  a  tour  of  the  world.  Since  his 
connection  with  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society  he  visited  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  in  19 15, 
and  in  1924  spent  two  months  studying  seamen's 
welfare  work  in  the  ports  of  five  European  coun- 
tries. He  has  also  personally  inspected  the  work  of 
the  Society  in  the  affiliated  stations  of  the  United 
States  from  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  to  Galves- 
ton, Texas,  and  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  several  patriotic  Societies,  Clubs,  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
During  his  service  as  Secretary  he  has  traveled 
extensively,  giving  nearly  four  hundred  addresses 
and  lectures  on  the  work  of  the  Society.  Hamilton 
College,  his  Alma  Mater,  conferred  the  degree  of 
D.D.  in  1902.  The  word  "Friend"  in  the  title  of 
the  Society  is  a  controlling  ideal  of  his  life.  A  wide 
acquaintance  with  seafaring  folk  and  their  prob- 
lems gives  an  impetus  to  earnest  endeavor  in  their 
behalf. 

Clarence  Curtiss  Pinneo  came  into  the  employ 
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of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  No- 
vember I,  1878,  as  assistant  to  Samuel  H.  Hall, 
D.D.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  He  served  as  as- 
sistant to  his  successor,  William  C.  Sturges,  and 
was  later  elected  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  So- 
ciety. He  became  its  Treasurer  upon  the  death  of 
Treasurer  William  Hall  Ropes  in  1905.  At  the 
Centennial  celebration  of  the  Society,  October, 
1928,  the  Board  of  Trustees  recognized  the  faith- 
ful service  of  its  Treasurer  by  an  engrossed  tes- 
timonial signed  by  the  Trustees  and  office  staff 
from  which  is  quoted: 

"Your  friendly  spirit  and  appreciative  attitude 
toward  the  supporters  of  our  work,  many  of  whom 
we  do  not  see,  have  been  of  great  value  to  the  So- 
ciety during  the  half  century." 

The  following  clause  in  the  Constitution  of 
The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  has  been 
strictly  obeyed  from  the  beginning:  "To  guard 
furthermore  against  sectarian  predominance,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Trustees  shall  at  no  time  be  of  one 
denomination."  The  present  Board  of  eighteen 
Trustees*  represents  seven  religious  denominations. 
These  Christian  gentlemen,  presidents  of  steam- 
ship companies,  bankers,  lawyers,  clergymen  and 
prominent  business  men,  give  freely  of  their  time 
and  thought  to  the  careful  and  friendly  adminis- 
tration of  the  work  of  the  Society. 

*Vide  Appendix,  p.  167. 
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Full  Speed  ^A head 

a^nT^VHE  backward  look  is  an  inspiration  for  a 
forward  movement"  well  expresses  the 
present  attitude  of  The  American  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society. 

At  the  centennial  celebration  President  Win- 
chester Noyes  told  the  following,  apropos  of  the 
beginning  of  its  second  century:  aA  recent  letter 
of  congratulation  from  Superintendent  Anderson 
of  the  affiliated  station  at  Genoa,  Italy,  tells  the 
story  of  a  Scotchman  whose  minister  called  upon 
him  on  his  one  hundredth  birthday  and  said,  'Well, 
Sandy,  you  have  completed  your  century  j  I  don't 
suppose  you'll  manage  to  complete  another.'  'I'm 
not  so  sure  about  that,  sir,'  the  old  Scot  replied. 
'I've  gotten  the  second  one  begun  at  any  rate,  and 
I'm  a  great  deal  stronger  at  the  beginning  of  this 
one  than  I  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  one!'  " 

Honorary  Vice-President  Nehemiah   Boynton, 
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D.D.,  in  his  address  at  the  Centennial  said:  aA 
sailor  doesn't  know  our  customs ;  he  can't  speak 
our  language,  very  likely,  and  over  and  over  again 
he  is  the  sport  and  prey  of  people  whose  only  in- 
terest in  him  is  skinning  him  of  his  last  cent  be- 
fore he  has  been  ashore  twenty-four  hours,  and 
after  his  money  is  gone  his  welcome  is  gone  and 
everything  else  is  gone  along  with  it.  And  those 
men  are  to  be  sought  out  and  helped  as  they  are 
being  splendidly  helped  by  our  various  seamen's 
organizations,  not  as  a  matter  of  charity,  but  as  a 
matter  of  recognition.  If  you  will  let  me  as  a  min- 
ister just  for  a  moment  make  a  statement,  you  men 
who  are  helping  will  be  a  good  deal  more  gener- 
ous if  you  will  get  the  idea  of  charity  out  of 
your  mind,  and  the  idea  of  recognition  into  your 
mind.  A  hundred  years  of  labor  for  the  uplifting 
of  the  sailors!  May  the  next  hundred  years  see 
still  greater  uplifting  on  the  part  of  our  organi- 
zation." 

The  suggestion  of  Dr.  Boynton  that  support  of 
welfare  work  for  seamen  should  not  be  in  the 
spirit  of  charity  but  of  recognition  states  accurately 
the  policy  of  the  Society  through  its  century  and 
more  of  service.  One  concrete  expression  of  this 
has  been  its  friendly  care  for  shipwrecked,  desti- 
tute and  unemployed  seamen.  Every  case  brought 
to  its  notice  is  investigated  with  kindly  interest. 
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Thousands  of  genuine  seamen  have  been  helped 
with  food,  lodging,  clothing  and  other  ways  that 
met  their  needs.  During  the  past  year,  when  un- 
employment was  so  acute,  the  Society  bore  its 
share  with  other  organizations  in  providing  relief. 
In  the  Constitution  of  the  Society  the  second 
object  of  its  endeavor  was  the  promotion  of  sav- 
ings banks.  This  was  considered  next  in  impor- 
tance to  providing  "boarding  houses  of  good  char- 
acter." The  founding  of  the  Seamen's  Bank  for 
Savings  in  New  York  City  cannot  be  traced  to  a 
single  individual  or  organization.  The  records 
show  that  from  the  beginning  there  was  a  close  re- 
lationship between  the  Society  and  the  Bank.  The 
Seamen's  Bank  for  Savings  was  first  opened  at  149 
Maiden  Lane,  May  11,  1829.  On  that  same  date 
The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  held  its 
first  anniversary  service.  The  first  President  of  the 
Seamen's  Bank  for  Savings  was  Najah  Taylor,  one 
of  the  founders  of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society.  For  many  years  the  President  and  several 
Trustees  of  the  Bank  have  been  Trustees  of  the 
Society.  The  late  Presidents  Daniel  Barnes,  George 
M.  Halsey  and  Herbert  K.  Twitchell  were  hon- 
ored and  valued  Trustees  of  The  American  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society  and  they  are  now  worthily 
succeeded  in  that  office  by  President  Ralph  H. 
Stever. 


154 


*  , 


SEAMEN'S  BANK  FOR  SAVINGS 
72  WALL  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY 


/ 


FULL    SPEED    AHEAD 

An  amusing  incident  occurred  when  Mr.  Barnes 
was  President.  At  that  time  the  President's  office 
was  on  the  Wall  Street  front.  A  sight-seeing 
wagon  was  going  through  Wall  Street  with  its 
load  of  out-of-town  visitors.  As  they  approached 
the  corner  of  Wall  and  Pearl  Streets  the  announcer 
shouted:  "Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  we  are  coming 
to  the  Seamen's  Savings  Bank.  It  is  the  richest 
savings  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  if  not  in 
the  world.  Untold  millions  are  in  its  vaults  left  by 
sailors  who  were  lost  at  sea.  Right  there  in  that 
window,  sitting  at  his  desk,  you  can  see  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  Mr.  Seamens  himself."  The 
statement  that  the  bank  holds  untold  millions  of 
unclaimed  money  is  met  by  the  fact  that  about  six 
hundred  dormant  accounts,  totalling  approximately 
$150,000,  have  been  traced  to  seamen.  As  a  bank 
official  states,  "This  money  is  still  held  for  mar- 
iners should  they  return  with  tales  of  strange  ad- 
venture following  shipwreck  in  far  off  seas." 

During  most  of  its  life  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  has  found  a  comfortable  home  un- 
der the  hospitable  roof  of  the  bank.  The  officers  of 
both  organizations  co-operate  in  a  friendly  spirit 
for  the  welfare  of  all  who  visit  the  Society  or  the 
Bank  at  72  Wall  Street,  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Herbert  E.  Barker,  Secretary  of  the  Brit- 
ish Sailors'  Society,  wrote  the  following  in  1928 
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from  London:  "May  I  send  you  a  special  greet- 
ing and  message  of  good-will  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Centenary  of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  us  to  be  associated 
with  you  in  work  in  certain  ports  throughout  the 
world,  and  we  pray  the  great  work  your  Society  is 
doing  in  the  highest  interests  of  sailors  may  con- 
tinue to  be  abundantly  blessed  and  prospered.  A 
hundred  years  of  service  is  a  great  record  of  which 
you  may  be  and  are  justifiably  proud  and  the  Brit- 
ish Sailors'  Society,  the  oldest  Sailors'  Society  in 
the  world — now  entered  upon  its  one  hundred  and 
eleventh  year  and  more  energetic  than  ever — 
sends  you,  the  younger  sister  Society,  heartiest  con- 
gratulations and  most  cordial  Centenary  wishes. 
The  interdenominational  and  international  char- 
acter of  the  work  of  both  Societies  is  a  great  privi- 
lege and  a  greater  joy,  for  there  is  an  eternal 
'brotherhood  of  the  sea'  that  transcends  the  limits 
of  nation,  race  and  creed.  There  are  greater  things 
yet  for  us  to  do,  and  may  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  and  the  British  Sailors'  Society,  the 
two  great  national  representative  Societies,  go  for- 
ward in  God's  Holy  Name  in  service  and  in 
strength  until  the  time  shall  come  when  'there 
shall  be  no  more  Sea'  and  our  work  be  ended." 

Trustee  Edgar  F.  Romig,  D.D.,  in  his  historic 
sketch  at  the  Centennial  Service,  quoted  the  fol- 
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lowing  stanza  from  a  hymn  said  to  have  been  a 
favorite  of  Abraham  Lincoln: 

"If  you  cannot  on  the  ocean 

Sail  among  the  swiftest  fleet, 
Rocking  on  the  highest  billows, 

Laughing  at  the  storms  you  meet, 
You  can  stand  among  the  sailors, 

Anchored  yet  within  the  bay; 
You  can  lend  a  hand  to  help  them 

As  they  launch  their  boat  away." 

Dr.  Romig  adds,  "The  sentiment  of  these  simple 
but  appealing  lines  has  been  a  motive  of  The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  for  these  many 
years.  Quietly  and  unostentatiously,  but  with  ever- 
growing earnestness,  it  has  been  performing  its  la- 
bor of  love,  in  the  name  of  Him  whose  first  apos- 
tles were  Galilean  mariners.  As  this  gracious  en- 
deavor enlists  our  hearts  today,  our  prayer  is  that 
the  benediction  of  our  Lord  may  serve  to  multiply 
its  usefulness." 

With  such  words  of  encouragement  and  inspi- 
ration from  its  friends  the  Society  proposes  to 
continue  on  its  well-defined  course — Full  Speed 
Ahead. 

This  course  laid  out  by  the  pioneer  founders  to 
meet  the  needs  of  a  much  neglected  but  indis- 
pensable class  of  men  with  heroic  self-sacrifice  for 
their   welfare   has   been   held   steadily   all   down 
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the  century  despite  adverse  winds  and  threatening 
storms.  The  large  company  who  have  been  called 
into  official  service  in  this  noble  work  have  been  and 
will  be  encouraged  and  inspired  by  the  larger  com- 
pany of  loyal  friends  scattered  over  the  globe  who 
by  their  gifts  present  or  prospective  make  it  pos- 
sible for  the  Society  to  continue  to  be  The  Sea- 
men's Friend. 

A  Southern  mountaineer  meeting  the  writer  by 
chance  asked  his  name.  When  told,  the  mountain- 
eer said:  "It's  a  mighty  good  name,  I  hope  you 
live  up  to  it."  The  name  of  the  Society  that  has 
been  thus  briefly  sketched  is  a  good  one  as  inter- 
preted by  William  Pierson  Merrill,  D.D.,  in  his 
sermon  at  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  Serv- 
ice, May  6,  1928,  in  the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church, 
New  York  City.  May  his  eloquent  words  help  all 
of  us  to  be  The  Seamen's  Friend  as  we  try  to  live 
up  to  the  name  of  The  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society: 

"Four  strong  words  unite  to  form  the  title  of 
this  organization.  There  is  the  word  'American,' 
with  its  instant  suggestion  of  patriotism,  of  the 
flag,  of  our  democratic  hopes  and  ideals,  a  noble 
word,  for  all  its  abuse  by  jingoes  and  self-seekers 
and  isolationists.  There  is  the  word  'Seamen,'  with 
a  flavor  of  Columbus  and  Cabot  and  Drake  and 
Raleigh,  and  a  goodly  succession  of  hardy  souls 
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through  the  ages;  with  its  reminders  of  Conrad, 
and  Melville,  of  Dana,  and  Kipling,  and  a  host  of 
men  who  have  delighted  us  with  their  romances 
of  life  on  the  water.  There  is  the  word  'Friend,' 
one  of  the  noblest  and  most  sacred  words  in  the 
life  of  the  world,  one  of  those  words  that  are  for- 
ever beautiful.  And  last  comes  the  word  'Society/ 
which,  more  than  any  other,  stands  for  that  in- 
stinct of  co-operation,  which  has  made  our  mod- 
ern world  what  it  is.  It  is  a  remarkable  combina- 
tion. I  can  scarcely  recall  any  other  name  that  holds 
within  its  range  so  much  of  the  suggestion  of  great 
facts  and  noble  values.  'America,  the  Sea,  Friend- 
ship, Social  Solidarity5 — these  are  great  words." 
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Winchester  Noyes    President 

William   M.   Kingsley    Vice-President 
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Rear-Admiral  Richard  E.  Byrd 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
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Edgar  F.  Romig,  D.D 1926 

Ralph  H.  Stever    x927 

LeRoy  E.  Kimball    1928 

Marcus  H.  Tracy 1928 

Clifford  D.  Mallory    1929 

Alfred  V.  S.  Olcott   J929 

Evarts  L.  Prentiss    J930 

J.  Stanley  Durkee,  D.D I93° 


CONSTITUTION 

Adopted  May  5,  1828 

Amended  May  25,  1881,  May  8,  1882,  May  9,  1898 
and  May  6,  1907 

Art.  1.  The  name  of  this  Society  shall  be  "The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society." 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  im- 
prove the  social  and  moral  condition  of  seamen,  by  unit- 
ing the  efforts  of  the  wise  and  good  in  their  behalf;  by 
promoting  in  every  port  Boarding  Houses  of  good  char- 
acter, Savings  Banks,  Register  Offices,  Libraries,  Mu- 
seums, Reading  Rooms,  and  Schools;  and  also  the  minis- 
trations of  the  gospel,  and  other  religious  blessings. 

Art.  3.  Every  trustee  and  officer  of  this  Society  shall 
be  a  member  thereof  ex  officioy  and  every  other  person 
contributing  five  dollars  to  the  Society  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber for  the  year  succeeding  such  contribution.  The  pay- 
ment to  the  Society  of  thirty  dollars  designated  for  the 
purpose  shall  entitle  a  person  to  be  a  life  member,  and 
the  like  payment  of  one  hundred  dollars  so  designated 
shall  entitle  a  person  to  be  a  life  director.  Life  members 
and  life  directors  shall  be  entitled  to  the  Sailor's  Mag- 
azine upon  an  annual  request  for  the  same. 

Art.  4.      The  control  and  disposal  of  the  funds,  prop- 
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erty  and  estate  of  the  Society,  and  direction  of  its  con- 
cerns, shall,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  incorporation, 
be  vested  in  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of  eighteen 
persons,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety, ten  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum  at  a  regular  meet- 
ing convened.  The  power  to  transact  ordinary  business 
may  be  conferred  by  the  board  upon  a  quorum  of  seven. 
To  guard  against  the  evils  of  inexperienced  legislation, 
the  board  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes  of  six  each, 
one  class  of  which,  and  one  only,  shall  go  out  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  and  these  be  re-eligible.  To  guard  further- 
more against  sectarian  predominance,  a  majority  of  the 
trustees  shall  at  no  time  be  of  one  denomination.  Said 
board  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  oc- 
cur therein;  to  appoint  from  their  own  number  a  presi- 
dent, a  treasurer,  and  other  officers  as  the  interest  of  the 
Society  may  require.  They  shall  furthermore  appoint 
such  standing  committees  as  they  shall  deem  needful  to 
mature  business  for  execution  by  the  board.  Absence 
without  excuse  by  any  trustee  from  the  regular  meetings 
of  the  board  for  six  successive  months  shall  be  held  equiv- 
alent to  his  resignation. 

Art.  5.  The  board  shall  have  power  to  appoint  their 
own  meetings,  form  their  rules  of  business,  and,  when 
necessary,  convene  the  Society;  they  shall  have  the  dis- 
posal of  its  funds,  take  such  security  of  the  treasurer  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  and  employ  such  means  for  ac- 
complishing the  objects  of  the  Society  as,  in  their  judg- 
ment, its  exigencies  may  require,  keeping  regular  min- 
utes of  their  proceedings. 

Art.  6.  Any  Society  whose  object  is  the  welfare  of 
seamen  may  become  auxiliary  to  this  Society  by  express- 
ing its  desire,  forwarding  its  constitution,  list  of  officers 
and  annual  report.  Each  auxiliary  shall  be  entitled  to 
send  one  delegate  to  all  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and 
of  the  board  of  trustees. 
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Art.  7.  Societies  for  the  same  object  in  our  large  sea- 
ports, which  may  prefer  to  become  branches  of  the  Na- 
tional Society,  with  a  view  of  forming  their  own  aux- 
iliaries, and  thus  enlarging  the  sphere  of  their  operations, 
shall  be  received  as  such  upon  the  terms  above  specified 
for  auxiliaries;  and  shall  be  entitled  to  three  delegates 
at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  the  board,  and  to 
any  other  privileges  which  in  the  progress  of  the  Society 
the  board  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  grant. 

Art.  8.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  on  the  Mon- 
day preceding  the  second  Thursday  in  May,  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  when  the  report  of  the  board  shall  be 
presented,  a  new  board  constituted  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  4th  Article,  and  honorary  vice-presidents 
elected. 

Art.  9.  No  alterations  shall  be  made  in  this  Consti- 
tution unless  requested  at  an  annual  meeting  and  sanc- 
tioned by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 

Passed  April  22,    1833 

The  feofle  of  the  State  of  New  York>  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly y  do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  I.  There  shall  be  established  and  located  in 
the  City  of  New  York  a  Society  by  the  name  of  "The 
American  Seamen's  Friend  Society,"  whose  object 
shall  be  to  improve  the  social  and  moral  condition  of  sea- 
men, by  uniting  the  efforts  of  the  wise  and  good  in  their 
behalf;  the  promoting  in  every  port  of  boarding  houses 
of  good  character,  savings  banks,  register  offices,  libra- 
ries, museums,  reading  rooms,  and  schools,  and  also  the 
ministration  of  the  gospel  and  other  religious  blessings; 
who  shall  have  power  to  take,  hold,  and  convey  real  es- 
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tate  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  such 
personal  estate  as  may  be  necessary  to  promote  the  ob- 
jects intended  by  said  Society,  not  exceeding,  in  the 
whole,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.* 

Section  2.  The  control  and  disposal  of  the  funds, 
property,  and  estate  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  man- 
agement of  its  concerns  shall  be  vested  in  a  board  of 
trustees,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  members  thereof; 
and  the  trustees  last  chosen  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen,  and  shall  cause  the  election  for  new 
trustees  to  be  duly  made.  The  said  board  of  trustees  shall 
have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  occur  therein; 
to  appoint  one  of  their  members  to  be  president  of  said 
corporation;  and  also  to  appoint  such  other  officers  and 
agents  as  the  business  and  interest  of  the  said  corporation 
may  require,  and  the  same  to  remove  at  pleasure. 

Section  3.  Adrian  Van  Sinderen,  Benjamin  L.  Swan, 
Philip  Flagler,  Silas  Holmes,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  D.  W. 
C.  Olyphant,  Jasper  Corning,  Stephen  Van  Renssalaer, 
John  Wheelwright,  James  Boorman,  George  Douglass, 
Jeremiah  H.  Taylor,  Horace  Holden,  David  Leavitt, 
William  Whitlock,  Jr.,  Ephraim  Corning,  Rufus  Dav- 
enport, Charles  W.  Rockwell,  and  Joseph  Howard,  shall 
be  the  first  trustees  of  said  corporation,  and  shall  con- 
tinue in  office  until  others  shall  have  been  chosen  in  their 
places,  and  all  real  and  personal  estate  or  effects  now 
held  by  the  said  trustees,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  any 
other  person  or  persons  in  trust  for,  or  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  "American  Seamen's  Friend  So- 
ciety," which,  by  the  terms  thereof,  are  payable  to  the 
said  trustees,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  in  trust 
for  the  said  Society,  shall,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  vest  in 
and  become  the  property  of,  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  corporation  hereby  created. 

*The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  is  now  operating  under  the 
general  corporation  law,  known  as  Chapter  581  of  the  Laws  of  191 1, 
New  York  State. 
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Section  4.  The  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to 
prescribe  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  time  of  meeting 
for  the  choice  of  trustees;  the  manner  of  electing, 
whether  by  ballot  or  viva  voce;  calling  special  meetings 
of  the  board,  and  all  other  rules  and  regulations  as  may 
be  necessary  for  conducting  the  business  and  interest  of 
the  said  corporation,  and  as  shall  not,  in  anywise,  be  re- 
pugnant to  this  act. 

Section  5.  The  estate,  property  and  funds  of  the  said 
corporation,  hereby  created,  shall  be  held  for  and  ap- 
plied solely  to  the  purposes  and  objects  of  the  Society,  as 
mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Section  6.  This  corporation  shall  possess  the  general 
powers,  and  be  subject  to  the  general  restrictions  and  lia- 
bilities contained  in  the  third  title  of  the  eighteenth  chap- 
ter of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  7.  This  act  shall  commence  and  take  effect 
from  and  immediately  after  the  passing  thereof. 

AFFILIATED  AND  CO-OPERATING  SOCIE- 
TIES IN  HOME  AND  FOREIGN  PORTS 

Seamen's  House,  550  West  20th  Street,  New  York  City, 

George    F.    Robinson,    Executive    Secretary,    S.    M. 

Cowles,   Business  Secretary,   Rev.   James  C.    Healey, 

Chaplain,  Stafford  Wright,  Employment  Secretary. 
Fishermen's    Institute,     8    Duncan    Street,    Gloucester, 

Mass.,  Rev.  George  E.  Russell,  Chaplain. 
Seamen's  Rest,  Newport  News,  Va.,  William  Falconer, 

Superintendent. 
Seamen's   Bethel  and  Institute,   £04  West   Bute  Street, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Thomas  E.  Gould,  Manager. 
Seamen's  Bethel,  2218  St.  Thomas  Street,  New  Orleans, 

La.,  Captain  William  Lamb,  Superintendent. 
Adoue   Seamen's   Bethel,   Galveston,   Tex.,    Rev.   J.   F. 

Sarner,  Chaplain. 
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Upper  Canada  Tract  Society,  128  University  Avenue, 
Toronto,  Canada,  George  M.  Speedie,  Superintendent. 

Salvation  Army  Sailors'  Home,  Rua  Saccadura  Cabral 
233,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Rev.  H.  C.  Tucker,  D.D. 

Sailors'  Home  and  Mission,  Ituzaingo  1522,  Monte- 
video,  Uruguay,   Major   Wilson,   Superintendent. 

Victoria  Sailors'  Home,  Independencia  20,  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentine,  P.  J.  Wyatt,  Superintendent. 

Sailors'  Rest,  16  via  Milano,  Genoa,  Italy,  Rev.  R.  P.  R. 
Anderson,  Superintendent. 

Seamen's  Institute,  I  via  Fiume,  Leghorn,  Italy,  Joseph 
G.  Welsby,  Superintendent. 

Sailors'  Rest,  via  Marina  Nuova  47,  Naples,  Italy,  A.  R. 
Messam,  Port  Missionary. 

Mariners'  Institute,  21  Avenue  d'ltalie,  Antwerp,  Bel- 
gium, Rev.  Stanley  Parker,  Chaplain. 

Sailors'  Rest,  18  Rua  Roberto  Ivens,  Funchal,  Madeira, 
Rev.  William  George  Smart,  Superintendent. 

Seamen's  Home,  26  Oura,  Nagasaki,  Japan,  James  A. 
McAlpine,  Manager. 

The  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society  is  also  asso- 
ciated for  work  in  Foreign  Ports  with  the  British  Sail- 
ors' Society,  680  Commercial  Road,  London,  E.  14, 
England,  Herbert  E.  Barker,  General  Secretary. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


« 


/  give  and  bequeath  to  The  American  Seamen's 
Friend  Society,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  New 

York,  in  the  year  1833,  the  sum  of  $ ,  to 

be  afflied  to  the  charitable  uses  and  furfoses  of  said 
Society  " 

Three  witnesses  should  certify  at  the  end  of  the  will, 
over  their  signatures,  to  the  following  formalities,  which, 
in  the  formation  of  the  will,  should  be  strictly  observed. 

1st. — That  the  testator  subscribe  (or  acknowledge  the 
subscription  of)  the  will  in  their  presence.  2nd. — That 
he,  at  the  same  time,  declared  to  them  that  it  was  his 
last  will  and  testament.  3rd. — That  they,  the  witnesses, 
then  and  there,  in  his  presence,  and  at  his  request,  and  in 
presence  of  each  other,  signed  their  names  thereto,  as 
witnesses. 
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